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OWN CARS & TRUCKS 


Let me show you how you can own Cars 
and trucks for $200 or less. That's Right! 
Beautiful sports cars, luxury sedans, four- 
wheel-drives, pick-ups, and vans. 

A short while ago I discovered a fantastic 
way to own automobiles. I have already used 
it 5 times to own four cars and one truck, 
two of which only cost me $100 each. 

Before I discovered this secret I was like 
most people - spending thousands and thou- 
sands of dollars on automobiles. Fact is, I 
had just "wasted" over $6500 on a four-wheel 
drive truck. 

That money is gone, but I won't ever waste 
money like that again! Now I can own all my 
cars and trucks for $200 or less. You can 
too! 

You can use the same method I do. Use it 
to own sports cars, foreign sedans, and con- 
version vans. Drive them. Show them off to 
your friends! They don't have to know you 
are owning them for $200 or less. 

My method is simple, and absolutely legal. 
It doesn't require you to do anything dishon- 
est, or have any special skills. It can work 
for teachers, factory workers, housewifes, 
students, professionals - most anyone who can 
legally own and operate an automobile. 

This IS NOT leasing, government sales or 
surplus, auctions, repossessions or anything 


like that. It is my one-of-a-kind proven way 
to own beautiful automobiles for $200 or 
(Rush! Check Money Order Or Credit Card ~—~—~S<Cars & Trucks, DeptK 
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less. No strings attached! 


After 


No gimmicks! 
learning this secret, you will never 
again have to waste thousands of dollars on 
the automobiles you own. 


Here are some testimonials from people who 
have read and used my information: 


® James, your secret is incredible! I 
used to own a fantastic truck for less than 


$85. I wish I had known about this years 
ago. Charles M., Florida 
e James, I admit I was skeptical at 


first, but this method really does work for 
women. It is truly the poor person's way to 
Own fancy cars, Cindy D., Atlanta,Georgia 


My method works. I guarantee it! Iam so 
sure you will be thrilled with this informa- 
tion that I am offering a FULL MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE. Examine my secret 
in the privacy of your home. If for any 
reason you are not totally satisfied, just 
return the undamaged material for a full 
refund. No questions asked! 

Order today so you don't miss out on my 
amazing discovery. Be the envy of all your 
friends and neighbors when they see your 
driveway full of shiny cars, and trucks that 
you own for $200 or less. 


STOP WASTING MONEY! LEARN THE 


POOR MAN'S WAY TO OWN FANCY CARS! 


Cars & Trucks, Dept K 
Post Office Box 6930 
Tallahassee, FL 32314 


Yes, I want to learn your 
secret to owning cars for 
$200 or LESS! Enclosed is 
$10, plus $1.50 shipping 
and handling. If 1 am not 


totally satisfied, I can 
return it for a FULL 
REFUND! 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED euvisnea monty) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each 
issue’s ‘‘Press Conference”’ brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
.., ‘Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . ‘Arena Report” brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from 
wrestling's most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis” 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING euvishea montny) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred... Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . ‘Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile’ provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Monit, 


THE WRESTLER (eusishea Monthy) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: “Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 
THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 
Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It's like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full. 


36 Magazines For Only $42! 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 
TV SPORTS O NEW 
Box 48 Cc) RENEWAL 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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Name | 
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Address = 
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(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 
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BEST 


The Rock 'n’ Roll SER were voted 1986 Tag Team of the Year "Fg the readers of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. Most of their fans probably hope they never wrestle each other, but 
the possibility was raised in a story in this issue. 


UMMER IS FINALLY within 

reach, snowstorms are fast 
becoming dim memories, jand 
there’s nothing better to do this 
time of year than to go outside 
and enjoy the fine weather. Bring 
this copy of Wrestling USA along 
with you, find a comfortable place 
to relax, and enjoy the best inter- 
views, articles, and features from 


6 


recent editions of our family of 
publications. 

We begin this Summer 1987 
edition with ‘In This Corner’’ by 
Peter King (page 10) from the 
Spring 1987 Wrestling 87. In this 
column, King examines how the 
faddishness of wrestling has 
passed, and how the spirit of the 
fans will endure forever. 


FROM 


“No Holds Barred”’ by David 
Rosenbaum is next (page 12). 
First appearing in the March 1987 
Inside Wrestling, this article takes 
a look at the way the mainstream 
mass media covers wrestling, and 
why we should be thankful for the 
amount of coverage the sport 
does receive. 

When the Spring 1987 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars presented 
the “Superstar Dream Match: 
Rick Morton vs. Robert Gibson’”’ 
(page 14), mail response from 
readers was overwhelming. Every- 
body wanted to voice their opinion 
on the match, the reasons we 
gave for the match happening, 
and the result we wrote. Now you 
have the opportunity to relive this 
magic bout and form your own 
opinions on the matchup. 

The Dream Match is also the 
subject of this issue’s ““USA Up- 
date’’ (page 8), in which Rick 
Morton talks about the story and 
his reactions to the idea of wres- 
tling his Rock ’n’ Roll partner. 

Is there too much wrestling on 
television? A lot of fans say yes, 
but some say there’s never 

(Continued on page 69) 
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THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


PWI T-SHIRT 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PW/I T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling lilustrated \ogo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ “Skyflyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2%4 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 

BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 

PWISKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 
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PWIBUMPER STICKER | $2.00 ea. oat = 
PWIBUTTON a a 
PWIDELUXE PACKAGE | $19.95 ea. CITY STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 46 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
TOTAL AMOUNT rma funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 


SHIRT SIZE (1. Small (Medium (\Large (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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regarding a story presented on him in this 
magazine. It is a rare opportunity to see 
another dimension of your favorite wrestlers, 
and to gain new insights into the most 
important news events in the sport 


By Rick Morton 


[Editor's note: The story ‘Superstar 
Dream Match: Rick Morton vs. Robert Gib- 
son” appears on page 14.] 


HE EDITORS OF Wrestling 

USA have asked me to make 
some comments on the story that 
appeared in Wrestling Superstars 
that pitted me against my rock ’n’ 
roller brother, Robert Gibson. 

You know, | can’t even imagine 
stepping into the ring against Rob. 
We are just so close as a team, | 
mean—you know, calling him 
“brother” seems so natural to me, 
because he almost is my brother. 
He’s certainly as close as any 
brother could be. 

And you know, | had to laugh a 
little bit. | mean, to say that me and 
Rob would get mad at each other 
over something like a ‘‘Wrestling’s 
Sexiest Superstar’ contest—well, | 
laughed a little bit at that. | mean, | 
can’t think of anything that would 
turn us against each other, and I’m 
sure that a contest result wouldn’t 
do it. 

But on the other hand, | was: 
impressed by the writing of that 
dream match, the planning and 
thought that went into setting up 
the match, and the descriptions of 
the action that might have gone on 
in that match. As | read the story, | 
could actually imagine myself in the 
types of ring situations that were 
being described. | think that the 
writer got the styles of me and Rob 
down pretty well. 

| was kind of pleased that the 
result of the match was a double- 
countout. I'd hate to think that any 
fans would get angry at me or Rob 
for beating one or the other in a 
fictional match. 

Overall, | think the story was 
well-written, exciting, and extremely 
interesting to read. Of course, | 
hope the match never actually hap- 
pens. In fact, I’m sure it won't. 

But then, that’s the idea of a 
dream match, isn’t it? | had a lot of 
fun reading it, and I’m sure all the 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express fans will, too. 

Keep on rockin’, baby! O 


SPECIAL setae eae OFFER 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


Be a subscriber to the 

most-colorful wrestling mag- 

azine in the world and 

never miss an_ issue. 

Wrestling is the only 

sport with nonstop action 

the whole year round, 

and nobody covers wres- 

tling better than PWI. 

12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always on the 
scene where the action is. 
undisputed champion of wrestling mag- 
the great staff of writers, 
through the dramatic peak-action photographs, 
plus the magnificent full-color pinup. PWI 
brings wrestling from the arena into your home. 
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STEVESIMPSON: | 
“DON’T COMPARE | 
ME TO THE : 
VON ERICHS!”’ 
woe FULL-COLOR PINUP 
Remember, each issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
contains a spectacular 
FULL-COLOR PINUP of 
one of wrestling’s greatest 
superstars. That’s 12 giant 
pinups a year! They are 
worth the price of a sub- 
scription by themselves. 
SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY—A 

year’s subscription to PWI—12 big 

issues—is only $22. It’s an un- 
beatable deal: you save $5 off the news- 
stand price, and you have every issue 
delivered directly to your door. Sub- 
scribe today. 


Go 
With The 
Leader 


It’s truly the 


Send To: TV SPORTS 
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payment in full. 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 as 


12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 | 
A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Peter King 


THE REAL BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE 
ARE THE ONES THAT ARE LEFT 


HE LAST TIME I had the privilege of wniting this 
column was exactly two years ago, for the Spring 
1985 issue. Oh my, how times have changed. 

That column of two years ago was entitled ‘It’s The ‘In’ 
Thing To Do,” and it concemed WWF wrestling in gen- 
eral, and Madison Square Garden in particular. If you 
have been a wrestling fan for more than two years, you 
can recall that strange period when WWF wrestling be- 
came the chic entertainment in New York City. WWF 
wrestling was featured live on MTV, and the Garden 
attracted crowds that included professional celebrities 
like Andy Warhol. 

Everything looked very rosy for WWF head Vince Mc- 
Mahon at that time. Crowds were huge, and tickets to a 
sold-out Garden wrestling show were scalped for as 
much as $100. The WWF owned New York City. It was 
the best of times for the WWF. But it also helped pave 
the way for the worst of times. 

It is now two years later. The WWF has continued its 
attempt to attract a larger audience with ludicrous skits 
on its TV shows like George Steele ordering food at a 
burger drive-in or The Machines trying to buy a small 
compact car. Also, the Chevy Trick commercial that 
features King Kong Bundy, John Studd, and Hillbilly Jim 
proves that the hatred between these men is not as 
strong as a paycheck from a major advertising agency. Is 
there any fan in the world who would want to see either 
Bundy or Studd wrestle Hillbilly Jim now? I don’t think so. 

A recent Madison Square Garden show reportedly 
drew only 9,000 fans, making it the worst-attended Gar- 
den show in 19 years. It doesn’t seem possible that it was 
only two years ago that the beautiful people were climb- 
ing over one another to try to get a ticket for the Garden. 
Perhaps they still are. But the real fans, tumed off by the 
buffoonery that has stigmatized the WWF, are apparently 
climbing over one another to stay away. 

What has happened here? The WWF has the finest 
roster of talent in the world. So why has its wrestling 
become so predictable and boring? I think the problem 
may be that it has too much talent. 

Very often, in other sports, an enterprising and ambi- 
tious owner will purchase the highest-priced talent avail- 
able. Rarely does this pay off in winning a world champi- 
onship. The New York Yankees have had the largest 
payroll of any team in baseball for years yet they haven't 
won a World Series in 10 years. Yankee owner George 
Steinbrenner can’t figure out what is wrong. Perhaps he 
and Vince McMahon are sharing the same problems. 

You see, sports fans are smart. The Yankees can claim 


that they have signed the best baseball players in the 
world, and they may be right. But New York fans would 
rather watch the Mets, who have a smaller payroll but 
bigger results. Fans want to see hard-working winners, 
not high-paid whiners. 

The WWF also suffers from its delusions of grandeur. 
They are promoting matches throughout the country, and 
this makes for some very tired athletes. At the last Nassau 
Coliseum show, The British Bulldogs, normally the most 
exciting and explosive duo in wrestling, looked drawn 
and tired in their match. Fans were disgruntled by the 
Bulldogs’ lack of excitement, and I doubt many of them 
will pay to see them again. It is unfair to judge the 
Bulldogs from this one match, but it is also unfair to make 
them wrestle night after night after traveling thousands of 
miles. 

While the WWF seems to be losing popularity, other 
promotions, most notably the UWF and the NWA, seem 
to be growing. Both the UWF and the NWA stress hard- 
nosed wrestling without any frills. The WWF, trapped in 
its little world of marketing men, is convinced that wres- 
tling must be beefed up with entertainment. Despite 
proven results that wrestling fans don’t want to see things 
like Uncle Elmer's wedding and Adrian Adonis’ “Flower 
Shop,” the WWF continues to feature silly comedy bits 
along with its wrestling. 

The last two years have been interesting for the WWF. 
It has continued to grow, but much of the money for its 
expansion has come from outside licensing sources, like 
toy manufacturers and videotape producers. 

Meanwhile, the heart of the WWF—its monthly Madi- 
son Square Garden show—is suffering greatly. After years 
of month after month sellouts, the Garden is sometimes 
now only half full. Perhaps the WWF has lost sight of its 
core business—arena shows. In trying to please the 
trendsetters, the marketing men, and Madison Avenue 
advertising executives, the WWF has tumed off the regu- 
lar wrestling fan. 

Two years ago, I ended my column with this waming 
to the WWF: “Wrestling belongs to the wrestling fans. It 
doesn't belong to the Andy Warhols of the world ... The 
real trendsetters are you, the fans. You must be the ones 
the promoters and wrestlers please. And anyone who 
doesn’t realize this simple act of business will very soon 
be in very big trouble.” 

It may be two years later, but the waming remains the 
same. Oo 


Peter King is Wrestling 87’s Publisher. 
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HARD-HITTING, NON-STOP 
MARTIAL ARTS DRAMA 
SO REAL...YOU'D 
SWEAR IT WAS A MOVIE! 


STEVE 
CHAMPION 
IS AN 
AMERICAN 
NINJA... 


HIS 
MISSION: 
PENETRATE 
A SECRET 
ORGANIZA- 
TION BENT 


C.I.A. CHIEF 
JOHN 


REARDON. 
ONLY ONE 
PROBLEM. 
THE CLA 
HAS SPLIT 
INTO TWO 
ORGANIZATIONS, WITH 
ONE SIDE TRYING TO 
WIPE OUT THE OTHER! 


-AND WHEN THE 
BODIES START FLYING, 
STEVE CHAMPION 
CANT TELL THE GOOD 
GUYS FROM 
THE BAD GUYS! 


“GREAT STORY AND 
ART! DON'T PASS 
THIS ONE UP!” 
— U.S, COMICS 
REVIEW 


NEVER BEFORE Has ANY 
COMIC MAGAZINE ATEMPTED TO 
GRAPHICALLY REVEAL THE 
SECRETS OF NINJUTSU. 


A SERIOUS WORK ON A DEADLY 
SUBJECT RENDERED IN COMICS 
FORMAT WITH STRAIGHTFOR- 
WARD ILLUSTRATIONS AND COM- 
PREHENSIVE TEXT. 


FEATURES: 


* ART OF INVISIBILITY 

* MEDITATION 

« NINJA TOOLS AND 
WEAPONS 

¢ SHURIKEN THROWING 


Ninia 
TECHNIQUES ] 
« ART OF CONCEALMENT 


* ESCAPING TECHNIQUES * COVERT ENTRY = NINJA KATAS 
» UNARMED COMBAT « WALKING IN STEALTH * MUCH, MUCH MORE 


NINJUTSU — ART OF THE NINJA #1 & #2 (#3 AVAILABLE IN MARCH) 


rH#= THREE 
STOOGES 


Art 
of 


YOU THOUGHT 
THEY WERE 
MISCHIEVOUS 
IN THE MOVIES? 
..WAIT'LL YOU 
EVERYONE'S SEE 'EM AFTER 
FAVORITE HOLLYWOOD HAS 
MASTERS GIVEN 'EM THE 
OF BUM’S RUSH! 
MAYHEM! DON'T MISS: 
“ALL THE WORLD'S 
ALL A STOOGE!” 
NEW STARRING LARRY, 
MAD CAP MOE & CURLY! 
ADVENTURES! THREE STOOGES COMICS #1 


“UNDOUBTEDLY THE FUNNIEST COMIC AROUND!!!” 
— COMIC BOOK PREVIEW 


SOMETIMES THE BEST MAN FOR THE JOB 
IS A WOMAN. 


THEY'RE STRONG, THEY'RE SMART. THEY'RE SEXY. 
AND THEY MEAN BUSINESS! 


FOUR FEMALE BODYBUILDERS AND AN EX-MAATIAL ARTS INSTRUCTRESS FORM 
THEIR OWN NEW YORK DETECTIVE AGENCY! TOGETHER, THEY FIGHT FOR WHAT 
IS RIGHT, AND DEFEND THE WEAK AND OPPRESSED (WHETHER MALE OR FEMALE) 
WHEREVER INJUSTICE CAN BE FOUND! LOADS OF MUSCLEBOUND FUN! 


WHEN CRIME RUNS RAMPANT 
AND THE SECURITY OF OUR NATION 
IS THREATENED... 

WHO YA GONNA CALL? 


AG 
Ale 


THIS IS THE 
COMIC BOOK OF THE 80's 


PRESIDENT REAGAN AND HIS 
CABINET DO RAMBO AND 
COMMANDO ONE BETTER! 


AMERICA’S ULTIMATE PATRIOTIC 
SUPER HERO!!! 
YOU'LL LAUGH, YOU'LL CHEER, YOU'L 


TO THEIR DARING EXPLOITS! READ THE COMIC THAT 
NO OTHER COMICS COMPANY WOULD DARE TO PUBLISH! 


REAGAN’S RAIDERS crearep by RICH BUCKLER & 
MONROE ARNOLD 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING SOLSON COMICS: 
THREE STOOGES $2.00 (_] IRON MAIDENS $2.00 
REAGAN'S RAIDERS $2.00 _] CODENAME: NINJA $2.00 


NINJUTSU INCLUDE 75¢ EACH FOR POSTAGE 
ART OF THE NINJA $2.00 AND HANDLING 


— 


] 
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SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
SOLSON PUBLICATIONS, P.O. BOX 274, BROOKLYN, NY 11235 


NAME: _ = —s —- 
ADDRESS: _ = = _ —— 


CITY: = = = STATE: ZIP: 
PLEASE ALLOW 68 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Rick Morton danced with joy after The Rock ’n’ Roll Express regained the NWA World tag 
team titles. As popular as wrestling is, it does not receive a lot of attention from the 
national media. Nevertheless, Assistant Editor Dave Rosenbaum thinks wrestling fans 
should count their blessings. 


COMMON COMPLAINT 

heard in wrestling circles con- 
cerns the lack of coverage of the 
sport in daily newspapers and na- 
tional magazines. People wonder 
why our sport is so widely ignored 
by the general media while events 
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such as The America’s Cup, 
which most people are not inter- 
ested in, are covered in depth. 
We think we have a problem. 
Truth is, we don’t know how lucky 
we are. 
The other day, | dropped by the 


offices of my former employer, 
Sports Eye, to say hello to a few 
friends. Sports Eye is a daily 
horse racing and gambling news- 
paper that is distributed primarily 
on the East Coast. The editorial 
staff of the paper consists mostly 
of harness racing addicts whose 
big concern is that the sport they 
love so much seems to be dying. 
| empathize with them. |, too, love 
harness racing. 

Many of the editors at Sports 
Eye watch wrestling and the con- 
versation eventually turned to the 
sport. At one point, a football edi- 
tor walked by and asked me what 
was going on in the NWA. When | 
told him that Magnum T.A. had 
been seriously injured in a car ac- 
cident, he replied, “| know that. It 
came across on the AP [Associat- 
ed Press] wire.” 

This exasperated Jay Bergman, 
who is probably the wrestling fan 
at the paper. ‘‘How the heck does 
wrestling get on the AP wire when 
we [harness racing] can’t get any 
coverage at all?” he said. And 
then he laughed, but it wasn’t fun- 
ny. The grass is always greener 
on the other side of the fence, 
and in this case, wrestling ‘fans 
should take heed. 

Inside Wrestling is just one of a 
family of 11 wrestling magazines 
published here. There are count- 
less other (inferior) publications on 
the newsstands. In many cities, 
there are well over 20 hours of 
televised wrestling each week. In 
some areas, newspapers have 
regular wrestling columnists. 
There's even national network 
television exposure in the form of 
Saturday Night’s Main Event. 

(Continued on page 66) 
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DOUBLE FEATURE _ 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a pawer-packed hour of action and 
excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memorable 
matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

®Ric Fiair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘“‘Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


———--—————--------- 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


aN Sreris LORDS OF THE RING 
Save $15! 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please check which format you want OC) VHS UO Beta 


Please rush me _______ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address ___ 
City 


State _ Zip 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash”’—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash’’: 

®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
®@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusner Khrushchev 

@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@ Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

@ Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


—————--------------4 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 

TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 RINGMASTERS 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 

Please check which format you want C1 VHS Ci Beta 
Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 

Name 

Address 

City State ip 
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For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Superstar Dream Match 


RICK ... ROBERT 
MORTON GIBSON 
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COMPARING THE COMBATANTS 


NWA World Tag Team Champion Rick Morton 
Stands 5’10” tall . .. Weighs in at 226 pounds. . . Began his pro career 
| inthe late 1970s . . . Won the Mid-Southern tag team title with Eddie Gil- 
bert... Won the Southwest tag team belts with Ken Lucas. . . Teamed 
with Robert Gibson in February 1983... Has recently had several world 
title matches with NWA champion Ric Flair . . . Three best moves: flying 
dropkick, flying bodypress, sunset flip. Biggest strength: singles experi- 

ence. Biggest weakness: wrestling in tight quarters. 


NWA World Tag Team Champion Robert Gibson 

Stands 5’10” tall... Weighs in at 227 pounds... . Began his pro career 

in 1977 . . . With his brother Rick, won the Southeastern and Mid-South- 

ern tag team belts . . . Met Rick Morton while both were wrestling as sin- 
gles in the Mid-Southern area . . . Although he’s a very good singles 

wrestler, Gibson hasn’t had much chance to prove it. Three best moves: 

flying dropkick, flying elbowsmash, sleeperhold . . . Biggest strength: abil. 
ity to mix brawling with scientific wrestling. Biggest weakness: injury 

prone. 
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HE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS—Rick Morton 

and Robert Gibson—may be the most popular 
tag team in the world. Young girls flock to arenas 
wherever they go because they know they can find 
action, excitement, and good looks—all in one irre- 
sistible package. Few teams can match the Rock ‘n’ 
Rolls’ repertoire of aerial maneuvers, and few can 
match their fan support. 

For the past four years, the Rock 'n' Rolls have 
wrestled throughout the country, winning the Mid- 
Southern and Mid-South [now UWF] tag team titles. 
In July 1985, they defeated Ivan Koloff and Krusher 
Khrushchev for the NWA World championship. They 
defended successfully until January 1986, when they 
lost to The Midnight Express, due largely to the 
interference of Jim Cornette. In August, they beat 
The Midnight Express to win the titles back. 


Since then, the Rock ‘n’ Rolls have successfully 
defended the belts, fighting off challenges from some 
of the NWA's top teams. They have secured their 
place as one of the best teams ever to hold the NWA 
World titles. As a team, they're one of the greatest. 
But how would they fare separately, not with but 
against each other? It is something not many people 
have thought about. That's where we come in. 

When a man of Rick Morton's skill locks up 
against a man of Robert Gibson's, the result has got 
to be one sensational match, an’ exhibition of speed, 
grace, agility, and a hundred different holds and 
maneuvers. We couldn't wait for such a match to 
happen, so we decided to present it here, in our 
special “Dream Match” section. Who is the better 
wrestler: Morton or Gibson? Just read further and 
you'll find out. But remember, it’s only a dream. 


In each issue, Wrestling Superstars will present a sensational Dream 
Match, a spectacular battle between two of the sport’s greatest athletes. 
It’s unlikely this match will ever happen anywhere—except the pages of 

this magazine, and the arena of your own imagination! 


WHY IT HAPPENED 


When Robert Gibson read the 
Winter 1986 issue of Wrestling Su- 
perstars containing the results of 
the “Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar” 
poll, he was happy for his partner's 
victory, but annoyed because he 
thought the fans would put too 
much emphasis on the results. Too 
many fans might start cheering 
more for Morton than him, which 
could ruin their success as a tag 
team, he reasoned. Since they were 
formed in 1983, The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express have based their success 
on teamwork, They are equal part- 
ners in every way and have not 
allowed ego problems to intrude on 
their partnership. A shift in alle- 
giance toward Morton could de- 
stroy that chemistry and could be 
the difference between winning and 
losing. 

Gibson decided to tell Morton 
about his concerns, so he called 
him. Morton told his partner not to 
worry. The fans’ opinion, he said, 
was important, but it wouldn't affect 
his performance in the ring. “Re- 
member,” he said, “we're world 


Rock ’n’ Roll Express fans are split in their allegiance for this “Dream Match.” 


champions. We can't let outside dis- 
tractions bother us.” 

The next day, Morton and Gib- 
son were scheduled to do several 
promotional interviews with the 
NWA announcer Tony Schiavone. 
Midway through the first interview, 
Morton started bragging about how 
he had been voted the sexiest man 
in wrestling and how that made 
him the leader of The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express. Gibson was taken aback, 
but he didn’t say anything. The in- 
terview was going well and he 
didn’t want to ruin it. 

But to Gibson’s surprise, Morton 
did the same bragging in all five 
interviews, getting more boastful 


with each succeeding interview. By 
the last one, he was almost unbear- 
able. “Tony, it feels so good to be 
the sexiest man in wrestling, All the 
pretty young girls go to bed every 
night dreaming about Rick Morton. 
I'm a walkin’, talkin’ fantasy in liv- 
ing color, baby.” Gibson had had 
enough. He stormed off the set 
without finishing the interview. 
What's gotten into him, Gibson 
thought. That's not the same Rick 
who's been my partner all these 
years. Questioned off the air by a 
surprised Schiavone, Morton said he 
was only kidding and that he would 
straighten things out with Gibson 


(Continued on page 58) 
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March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 


April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
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June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks, 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

duly 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include 3am- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling ||, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martin, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke, 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Siories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling |), 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

ayo 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 


|... THEWRESTLER 


September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 


December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

cae? 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair, 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
pine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zb 

zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs, 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include; DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan, 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 


strongs, Valentine, Santana. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 


June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 


July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 


Flair, Steamboat. 


August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 


el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper, ~ 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 


December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 


Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include; Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki, 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 


ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 

Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 


Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 


August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include; Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 


Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 


December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 


January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 


February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel, 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A, 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include; Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich, 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat, 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
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July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include; Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson, 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco, 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras, 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling I, Funk, Sammartino, 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton, 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 

September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories Include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan, 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

March 1978/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
{Ino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
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November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include; Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

November 1979/Slories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include; Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel, 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson, 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammantno Jr., Race, McGraw, 


May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 

Fi 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood, 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
li, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
February 1984/Stories include; Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase, 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. ' 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, ron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Bill 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 


November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 
May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include; Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include; Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include; Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include; War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include; Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include; Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 
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better than the fans. 


Because of this, we're now 
giving these experts a forum for their views 


No one knows wrestling 


month, we'll ask a controversial question 
answer—no matter what those answers might be! 


THE QUESTION: 
“Do you think that there is too much 
wrestling on television?”’ 


THE ANSWERS: 

John Fine, Queens Village, NY: 
“Well, we don’t have cable television 
where I live so the only wrestling I see 
is the WWE three times a week, the 
AWA once a week, so that comes out 
to about four hours each week, unless 
Saturday Night’s Main Event is on that 
week. If you figure how much base- 
ball, hockey, football, and basketball is 
on TV, that’s really not a very high 
amount. It’s about right, though. If 
there was any more, I probably 
wouldn’t watch it.” 


Larry Goldman, Pittsburgh, PA: “I 
think that all depends on how you 
look at the situation. Television is a 
selective medium. I mean, if you don’t 
want to watch something, you just 
don’t watch it. Nobody is forcing you 
to watch all this wrestling that’s on 
television. On the other hand, and | 
think this is what you’re getting at, I’m 
less likely to go to the matches live 
because I can get my share of wrestling 
on TV. There’s no reason to go.” 


Dana Caravaggio, Atlanta, GA: “I 
don’t know about too much wrestling, 
but there sure is an awful lot of Joe 
18 


Paul Omdorff is interviewed by Joe Pedicino on Pro Wrestling This Week, a weekly 


and opinions. Each 
and have the fans 


syndicated wrestling program that is one of many on television. There is more wrestling on 
TV than ever before, and that could be hurting attendance at live matches. 


Pedicino on the airwaves. Atlanta is 
the perfect place to be a wrestling fan 
because between Superstars of Wres- 
tling and the other weekly shows, you 
can keep tabs on virtually every major 
area in the country. The thing about 
wrestling is that there’s so much going 
on, you can never get enough on tele- 
vision. Just give us more and more!” 


Julia Parton, Austin, TX: ‘Well, 1 
don’t watch no wrestling on television 
anyway, so it really don’t matter to 
me. I go to all the live matches at the 


arenas and I hang out where the wres- 
tlers go afterward so I don’t need no 
television. I’ve heard some people 
complaining that the crowds are down 
because there’s so much free wrestling 
on the TV, but I really don’t care how 
many people come to the matches as 
long as I’m there.” 


William Foly, Los Angeles, CA: 
“There’s a lot of wrestling on televi- 
sion, more than ever before, and I’m 
reminded of the times when television 

(Continued on page 68) 
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age of your favorite sport, INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER are the maga- 
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POTLIGHTS CUT THROUGH 

the darkness of Atlanta’s Omni to il- 
luminate NWA World heavyweight =gjq 
champion Ric Flair. He stands alone, & 
bathed in the cleansing power of the ; 
bright lights, his brilliant blue robe pro- 
viding visual splendor to match the leg- 
end that is his career. 

Somewhere in The Omni sits a wom- 
an who experiences a unique satisfaction 
at this very second. She pi architect 
of this spectacular sight, the woman 
who designed and fashioned Flair’s 
magnificent garment, 

She smiles. She thinks back about the 
hundreds of hours of sewing and mea- 
suring and sweating and late nights that resulted in this 
splendid moment. And she still can’t believe that the work 
is complete. But it is complete. And it is glorious. 

After all, the man who defines professional wrestling in 
the *80s—who prides himself on ‘‘stylin’ and _profi- 
lin’ ’’—can’t enter the ring in a Macy’s flannel coat. No. 
NWA World Champion Ric Flair deserves something 
very, very special. 

KEK 

Miss Olivia of Atlanta doesn’t have a storefront. She 
doesn’t advertise in Vogue or Esquire or GO. She doesn’t 
solicit business, but she’s got all the work she can handle. 
And then some. 

I am fortunate enough to have met Miss Olivia several 
times since joining the staff of Inside Wrestling. My latest 
visit to her home, the day before Starrcade, found Olivia 
hunched over her work like a frenetic diamond cutter, 
working quickly but meticulously to complete her latest 
assignment: Ric Flair’s newest robe, which was to be 
debuted the next night. 

“Oh, darlin’, I’m sorry,’’ Olivia said apologetically, 
“but I’ve got so much to do, I can’t stop right now. Is it 
all right if we talk right here?’’ The brogue hasn’t left 
Olivia’s voice despite the fact that it’s been some years 
since she arrived in the United States from Ireland. ‘“You 
know what Flair will be like if I don’t finish this in time, 
and he’s due to come in today!’’ 

Olivia is Flair’s one and only robe designer. The ornate 
designs, the fringe, the name ‘‘Flair’’ on the back—every- 
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“ON THE 
ROAD 


with 
CRAIG PETERS 


~~ thing is handmade. It’s time-consuming. 
And very expensive. Flair’s robes, con- 
sidering labor and materials and time in- 
volved, can be as expensive as $15,000. 
‘‘Sometimes it takes as long as three 
months to design and fashion a robe, 
start to finish,’’ Olivia explains as she 
fastens rhinestones to one of the sleeves. 
“Generally I’ll meet with Flair for a few 
hours before I begin any serious work. 
We'll discuss what kind of robe he 
wants, what kind of an attitude he 
wants to express in this particular piece 
of work. Then I’ll go and work up some 

preliminary sketches, and we’ll meet a 

second time. When he approves one of 
the sketches, I then begin the actual work on the robe. 
After the work is done, we meet a third time to do any 
final fitting that might be needed.” 

Three meetings with Flair—necessary, but not always 
convenient. The NWA World champion is a busy man, 
so there are times when, in order to proceed with the 
work that must be done, Flair will fly Miss Olivia to the 
city where he’s wrestling in order to approve a sketch or 
discuss a design. 

“One time Flair flew me to Tokyo in the middle of a 
big tour he was on,” Olivia said. “It was a six-day trip 
for me, and I only met with him for about a half-hour. 
But he paid all my expenses, and I had a chance to see 
Japan for a few days.” 

Miss Olivia was born in Dublin, Ireland, and attended 
Loretta College, an all-girl private school in Dublin City. 
Talent ran in the family: Olivia’s father was a European 
car designer, helping design automobiles for noted race 
car driver Sterling Moss, and her mother was a fashion 
designer and a writer for Reader’s Digest magazine. Olivia 
worked for several European and American fashion de- 
signers before establishing a strong freelance business on 
her own and carving a unique niche in the world of 
wrestling. She’s designed robes and ring jackets for dozens 
of wrestlers, including Greg Valentine, The Killer Bees, 
Paul Orndorff, Jim Garvin, and Mr. Wrestling II. But 
Flair is her most frequent—and demanding—customer. 

‘Ric wants only the best,’’ Olivia explains, ‘‘and I only 
use the best. The rhinestones, which can number as many 
40 or 50 gross on one robe, and have to be hand-sewn 
one at a time, come directly from Austria by way of 
Kahner Company in New York. You talk about time 
consuming, try and sew 7,000 rhinestones onto heavy 
cloth, one at a time!” 

Late in the afternoon, as Olivia was putting the finish- 
ing touches on the Starrcade ’86 robe, the doorbell rang, 
It was Flair, ready for his fitting; it fit perfectly. “Lovely 
as always,”’ Flair said. Olivia smiled a smile as bright as 
the Blarney Stone in the noonday sun. ‘Thank you, 
darlin’!’’ she said, ‘“‘and if you have a minute, Ric, I have 
some sketches about that new robe you wanted.” 

I can’t divulge the secrets of Flair’s newest robe design. 
But I can say it will be something very, very unique—it 
will have a quality about it that, to my knowledge, exists 
in no other wrestler’s robe anywhere in the world. 

And when Flair premieres that newest attraction, Olivia 
will be there in the stands, smiling, as the fans greet the 
regal Ric Flair—resplendent as always in the most glorious 
ring robe in all of wrestling. 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world, It is your 

chance to meet wrestling’s biggest stars % 
as they answer the questions uppermost in 


the fans’ minds 
Se a 


Q: Mr. Snuka, it’s good to see you. Q: Why don’t you trust the doctors? 
First off, for how long will you be A: Because I have come back many 


Q: You call Piper a louse. What do 
you think about his sudden change- 
of-heart? 

: I would like to think that every 
man has the capability to discover 
the hidden goodness in his heart. I 
believe this is what has happened 
to Piper. But you must understand, 
it is very hard for me to forgive the 
man. Let me ask you this: How 


out? 

: Brother, please call me Jimmy. I 
am not a formal man. The doctors 
tell me I could be back sometime 
around Christmas, but they have 
been wrong before. 


times before. Remember when that 
louse [Roddy] Piper almost broke 
my neck? It didn’t take me long to 
get back in the ring. The Superfly 
has powers that an ordinary man 
cannot imagine. 


would you feel if someone busted a 
coconut open over your head? 


: I get the point. Let’s talk about the 


AWA. Although you’re one of the 
top contenders there, you haven’t 
been receiving shots at AWA 


Islands. It is here—in his homeland—where 


JIMMY SNUKA 


HERE IS ONLY one place on earth where Jimmy Snuka can truly relax: the Fiji 


Snuka comes to recuperate from the 


wrestling wars and rejuvenate himself for more punishing action. It is a quiet place, the com- 
plete opposite from the wrestling arenas where Snuka has built his fame. “‘The Superfly” has 
come back to Fiji to think about what has happened to him in 1986 and what he will do in 
1987. He has a lot to think about. 

At the beginning of the year, Snuka wrestled in the Polynesian Pacific and California 
Championship areas. He returned to big-time action in April when he tagged up with Greg 
Gagne at WrestleRock 86. ‘‘Snuka’s quite a guy,”’ Gagne recalls. “My first partner, Jerry 
Blackwell, was very ill and laid up in the hospital, and I needed a partner—fast. I gave Jim- 

my a Call and he was right there. I’ll never forget that.”’ 

Snuka was doing quite well in the AWA, until he ran up against Col. DeBeers, the bigot 
from South Africa. DeBeers continually taunted Snuka, saying that he would not wrestle a 
non-white and that The Superfly was not a worthy opponent. The controversy came to a 
head when DeBeers interfered in one of Snuka’s matches. Snuka was about to perform the 
Superfly leap on Larry Zbyszko when DeBeers pushed him off the top rope and piledrived 
him face first outside the ring, severely injuring Snuka and putting him out of action. Thus, 
his return to Fiji. 

Assistant Editor Andy Rodriguez interviewed Snuka at a hotel in St. Paul, Minnesota, just 
hours before he was to return to his beloved islands. 


» 
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During a nationally televised match against Larry Zbyszko, Jimmy Snuka was seriously 
injured when Col. DeBeers interfered and piledrived him face-first on the arena floor. The 
Superfly is wheeled out on a stretcher as a stunned audience looks on (opposite page). 
Zbyszko’s bodyslam (above) preceded the incident. 


champion Nick Bockwinkel. Does 
this bother you? 


: You know, Nick Bockwinkel is a 


good man and a fine champion. It 
is not for him to decide who he 
wrestles. You will have to ask the 
championship committee why this 
is so. They decided I would have 
to meet that evil Col. DeBeers for 
a shot at Mr. Bockwinkel. That 
was fine with me, 


: But the match never took place be- 


cause he attacked you. 


: That is correct. Brother, that 


DeBeers is a very nasty individual. 
Some of the things he has been 
saying about black people are not 
right. It is bad that all the little 
children have to listen to this man. 


: DeBeers has said you’re black, 


even though you’re Polynesian. 


: That shows you how stupid he is. 


He is a low-life creature who 
should go back to where he came 
from. The man must look deep 
into his heart and soul to find out 
why he is doing this. 


: So you think he should be barred 


from wrestling because of his polit- 
ical beliefs? 


: Sometimes there is no other choice. 
: Why did you return to the AWA? 


Why not go back to the WWF? 


: I was in California when Greg 


Gagne called me up. He was very 
concerned about Jerry Blackwell 
and I told him not to worry, that I 
would be there as soon as I could. 
After WrestleRock, I found the 
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AWA a very good place to wrestle. 
I am happy here. 

Q: Do you ever think about going 
back to the WWF? 

A: [WWE head] Vince McMahon has 
said some very unkind things about 
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me. He went so far as to call me a 
basket case. It seems I am not wel- 
come in his organization. And if 
you are not welcome somewhere, 
you are not going to perform well. 
So I do not want to go back there 


The Superfly belts Boris Zukhov in the mouth (above). After the match, Snuka is a bloody 
mess, but he’s victorious (below). Snuka last retreated to the Fiji Islands about four years 
ago after an attack by Ray Stevens, Lou Albano, and Fred Blassie. His manager at the time, 
Buddy Rogers, comforts him (opposite page). 
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: Brother, 


at the present time. 


: As you probably know, your cous- 


in, The Tonga Kid, is wrestling in 
the WWF as Tama, one-half of 
The Islanders with Haku [King 
Tonga]. Have you talked with him 
recently? 


: To tell you the truth, Andy, we 


haven’t spoken for some time. He 
is his own man, with his own 
problems to settle. If he is appreci- 
ated in that organization, then that 
is fine with me. I cannot tell him 
what to do. 


: Jimmy, many wrestlers today per- 


form some variation of the Super- 
fly, but you were the first. Are you 
afraid the fans perhaps aren’t so 
excited anymore when you go up 
to the top rope? 

the people cannot be 
fooled. When they are watching 
me do the Superfly, they know it is 
the real thing. Of course, I do not 
own the move. Anybody can try it. 
But when Jimmy Snuka does it, it 
cannot be duplicated. 


: It’s obvious that you keep in great 


shape all the time. Are there any 
special exercises you do, is there a 
certain diet you follow? 


: When I was a young man, I played 


rugby. It is a tough, rugged game I 
still enjoy very much. To conquer 
fear, I dove off chiffs. That is why 
the Superfly comes so naturally. As 
for diet, I make sure to eat good 
food. There is nothing special that 
I eat. There is nothing that makes 
me fly like a bird [laughs]. 


: You are without a doubt one of 


the most beloved wrestlers in the 
sport. But someday your career 
will end and you’ll no longer hear 
the cheers of the fans. Is that 
something you think about? 


: It will be a sad day for the Super- 


fly when I have to leave that 
squared circle. Professional wres- 
tling is my life, you understand. I 
plan to keep wrestling for a long, 
long time. But I know all the beau- 
tiful people will support me in 
whatever I do. They have never let 
me down before. 


: When you’re finished actively wres- 


At 


tling, will you stay in the sport? 


: That is something I have not 


thought about. When the time 
comes, I will make that decision. 
There are still many things to be 
done. 


: Is winning the AWA championship 


your final goal? 

If I were to win.the title that would 
certainly be a feather in my cap, 
but that is not all I want to do. 
Nasty people like DeBeers and the 
Sheik [Adnan Al-Kaissie] have to 
be run out of the sport. They are 
scum, you understand. Then, when 
that has been accomplished, I will 
rest peacefully. 


Q: In just a few hours, you’ll be going 


back home to Fiji. What do the 
islands mean to you? 


A: Brother, the peace and happiness 


on the islands is the most beautiful 
thing in the world. All the badness 
and all the anger in me disappears 
every time I go back. There is 
something magical in the air. It is 
hard to explain if you have never 
been there. It is like the action in 
the wrestling ring. Sometimes, it is 
hard to explain. O 
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RVIEW 87 
KERRY VON ERICH 


On June 4, 1986, at 5:30 p.m., Kerry Von Erich was driving his motorcycle south on U.S. 373, a two-lane, two-way highway in 
Argyle, Texas. He was enjoying the clear weather and the feeling of the crisp wind blowing through his hair. 
By 5:35 p.m., his life would be tragically changed. 


Kerry was riding behind a van. He wasn’t speeding, and he was in a passing zone; he decided to pass the van. A police car in 
front of the van had stopped to make a left turn. Kerry pulled in to complete the pass and skidded into the rear of the patrol car. 
He flew off the motorcycle, traveled 50 feet through the air, and landed in the northbound lane. Fortunately, there was no oncom- 


ing traffic. 


His right knee had smashed into the trunk lid of the police car, his hip was dislocated, and his right ankle was cut on the bump- 
er, He lost quite a bit of blood. His injuries, though, could have been much worse: Kerry had just been waterskiing, and was 
wearing a long sleeve scuba top that helped prevent further injuries, 

Kerry underwent 20 hours of surgery over a three-day period following the accident. Initial surgery was performed on his ankle 
to clean the wounds, assess damage, and remove dead muscle tissue. The major surgery—15 hours worlh—was done to pre- 
vent amputation of Kerry's right foot. Surgeons took a portion of muscle from the left region of Kerry’s back and grafted that mus- 
cle to his right foot, Microscopic surgery was performed to reestablish blood flow in the foot. 

Though Kerry's life was never threatened, his career certainly was. Immediate indications pointed to a real tragedy, that wres- 
tling had lost one of its best and brightest stars forever. Then it was thought that even if Kerry was to return to the ring, that return 
wouldn't happen for at least 18 months. Now Kerry is talking about a comeback by Christmas—less than seven months after the 


accident took place. 


Wrestling 87 Senior Editor Bill Apter spoke with Kerry in November about the accident, his rehabilitation, and his plans to re- 


turn to the ring. 


“The Von Erichs have been a family haunted by tragedy in so many respects," Apter said. “One son, Jack, died at the age of 
five when he was electrocuted; then David, back in 1984 at the age of 25, was struck down in Japan by acute enteritis; then in 
1985, Mike came as close to death as a human being can when he fought toxic shock syndrome and, remarkably, lived to return 


to the ring. Then Kerry's accident happened. 


“But as horrible as these tragedies have been,” Apter continued, “the family has never failed to meet the challenges posed by 
these tragedies. More than meeting these challenges, though, they've managed to overcome them and grow stronger in the pro- 


WRESTLING 87: Two years, ago, 
Kerry, you were interviewed for the 
Spring 1985 edition of Wrestling 85 


VON ERICH: Seems like a lifetime 
ago! 

WRESTLING 87: Well, at that time 
you had just received the Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated award for Most Pop- 
ular Wrestler of 1984, your match 
with Ric Flair, in which you won the 
NWA World title, was named Match 
of the Year, and you received first 
runner-up honors in two other cate- 
gories, and second runner-up in a 
third. 

VON ERICH: (laughs) That wasn't 
too bad a year for me! 
WRESTLING 87: No, not at all! The 
reason | bring it up, though, Kerry, 
is that I’m curious: What is it like, 
when you look back just two short 
years ago, when you were really rid- 
ing high atop the wrestling world, 
and then looking at yourself today, 
having been injured and out of ac- 
tion since June? It’s really two ex- 


cess. That strength was certainly reflected by Kerry in my interview with him. The Von Erichs are truly remarkable people.” 


tremes in a short time. 

VON ERICH: It sure is, Bill. But you 
know, life is like that, it’s a series of 
extremes, a series of ups and 
downs. It was that way in '84, when 
David died. That was one extreme. 
Then, three months later, | won the 
NWA World title; that’s an opposite 
extreme. When Mike fell sick, he 
was given literally only 20 minutes 
to live; that’s one extreme. Our fam- 
ily prayed, he battled back, and now 
he’s wrestling again. It’s wonderful, 
it truly is. That's another extreme. 
Things were good for me two years 
ago; they haven’t been so good to 
me these past couple of months, 
but hey—they could have been a lot 
worse, and | thank God that they 
weren't. 

‘WRESTLING 87: There was a point 
there, immediately after the acci- 
dent, when doctors had you in sur- 
gery for 15 hours, and it seemed 
like you were going to lose your 
foot. 

VON ERICH: Well, that’s one way 


things could have been worse for 
me. But you know something, Bill? 
Even if that had been the case, if | 
had lost my foot, | still would have 
thought positively about making a 
comeback. 

WRESTLING 87: Now wait a sec- 
ond, you mean... 

VON ERICH: | mean that no matter 
what your situation, you have to set 
a goal for yourself and reach for it. 
There are plenty of people who 
thought that Mike would never 
make a comeback, and look at him 
today. If | were in that situation, | 
sure would think about a comeback. 
There are prosthesis appliances that 
could be used in place of a foot, for 
instance. But the main point is that 
an injury is a challenge. And when 
I'm faced with a challenge, with 
something that blocks me from do- 
ing what | want to do with my life— 
wrestle—then you can bet that I’m 
going to make every effort humanly 
possible to overcome that 
challenge. 
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Von Erich will never forget how supportive the 
fans have been during his convalescence. ‘If | 
could,”’ he said, ‘‘I'd thank each of them.” 


WRESTLING 87: A lot of people 
said you’d be out for at least a year- 
and-a-half, and now you're looking 
to make a comeback perhaps as 
soon as next month, on Christmas 
Day. That’s remarkable. 

VON ERICH: That’s the power of 
positive thinking, the power of pray- 
er, and the power of knowing what 
you want out of life and knowing 
how to go about getting it. 
WRESTLING 87: Considering 
what’s happened to your family, to 
Jack and David and Mike and now 
yourself, do you feel that there’s a 
Von Erich jinx? 

VON ERICH: Absolutely not. | look 
at it more along the lines of—well, | 
guess | kind of think of it in this 
way. It’s like pruning a tree. You cut 
back some branches, and the rest 
of the tree grows back stronger and 
more beautiful than before. The 
good Lord just kind of pruned the 
Von Erich family tree, and we're 
growing back stronger, healthier, 
and better than ever. This is the 
way the Lord is taking care of us, 
and | have to accept that without 
questioning His motives. Whatever 
will be for us will be, and we'll come 
out the better for it because He is 
always watching out for us. 
WRESTLING 87: Could you go 
back about two months or so and 
explain a little bit for our readers the 
kind of rehabilitative work you've 
been doing with your leg and foot? 
VON ERICH: First of all, I’m glad 
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Though he has been able to do only light workouts in a standing postition, Kerry can still do curls and 


other sitting exercises. Kerry's tremendous physique probably saved his life. 


you asked me this, Bill, because it 
gives me a chance to thank publicly 
the people who’ve helped me with 
this injury. I'd like to give special 
thanks to everyone at the Dallas 
Sports Medicine Clinic, especially 
Larry Gardner, the former trainer for 
the Dallas Cowboys, and my ortho- 
pedic specialist, Dr. Howard Moore. 
Mr. Gardner and Dr. Moore have 
overseen my rehabilitation, helping 
pace my physical therapy program 
from week to week. Also, in the last 
month or so, I’ve been using knee 
extension machines to regain a lot 
of the strength there, and I’ve even 
done some light sparring with Kevin 
and Mike. 


WRESTLING 87: Do you find it diffi- 
cult to place weight on your leg? 
VON ERICH: Not as difficult as it 
was a week ago, and a week from 
now ‘it'll be easier than it is today. 
It's a constant progression, Bill, it’s 
a constant improvement. The longer 
| work on it, the stronger | get, and 
the-more weight my leg and ankle 
can support. 

WRESTLING 87: Will your leg ever 
be the same again? Will we ever 
see the same Kerry Von Erich in 
the ring again? 

VON ERICH: Frankly, no. | don’t 
know what I'll be once | get back in 
the ring. | may be better. | think, to 
be perfectly honest, my style will be 
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Kerry and Kevin get ready to douse Papa Fritz with champagne during the locker room celebration after 
Kevin captured the World Class title from Black Bart (above). With more free time than he knows what to 
do with, Kerry has been managing his brother Mike (below). 


a little different. I’m going to have to 
alter aerial tactics and so forth, at 
least for a little while. Who knows— 
maybe these alterations in style will 
make me a better wrestler than be- 
fore. It’s kind of like a blind person, 
when his sense of smell becomes 
so much stronger, it opens up a 
whole new world for him. That may 
be the case here. I’m not going to 
be lame on my right leg, that | can 
promise you. But maybe the physi- 
cal awareness this injury is bringing 
me will open up new areas for my 
wrestling style. | honestly don’t 
know; !’ll find out when you find out. 
We'll just have to wait and see. 
WRESTLING 87: Meanwhile, you’re 
managing Mike’s career. What’s the 
difference between managing Mike 
and just being the supportive 
brother? 

VON ERICH: Good question. | think 
it’s more a case where as a manag- 
er, | accept more of the responsibil- 
ity for his failures and successes, 
more of the responsibility for getting 
him the matches he wants, for guid- 
ing his training, and so on. | guess 
it’s like being a supportive brother, 
but being one full-time instead of 
part-time, if that makes any sense. 
WRESTLING 87: One last thing, 
Kerry. | understand you’ve spoken 
with Magnum T.A. What did you 
say to him, and what was your reac- 
tion when you heard about his 
accident? 

VON ERICH: Well, let me take the 
second question first. When | heard 
about the accident, | was shocked 
and stunned, just like everyone else 
was, | guess. It’s always a horrible 
thing to hear when someone is in 
that kind of an accident, and | can 
empathize with him and his family 
for obvious reasons. And that’s why 
| wanted to give him a call. Mag- 
num couldn’t really talk to me, but 
they were able to pass my message 
on to him. 

WRESTLING 87: And that message 
is—? 

VON ERICH: Simply what my mes- 
sage is to anyone who asks me 
about my own injuries and the ex- 
periences of my family, and that’s 
this: Always think positive. You’ve 
got to set that goal for yourself, and 
believe, with all your heart and soul, 
no matter what stands in your way, 
that you will achieve that goal—and 
you will. Keep your goals alive, 
keep your hopes alive. Because it’s 
goals and hopes that keep all of us 
alive. 0 


Every issue, reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 
will be demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 
innermost thoughts of the 
giants of the sport. 
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EVERAL MONTHS AGO, Capt. 
Lou Albano stunned the wres- 

tling world when he announced his 
retirement from. active managing. Al- | 
bano is still relatively young for a 
manager, but the strain of constant 
travel took its toll on wrestling’s self- 
proclaimed “Guiding Light.” A slow- 
down in his schedule, he decided, 
would give him the freedom to pur- 
sue other activities. 

Since then, he has participated in 
a wide variety of ventures, among 
them an appearance in the movie } | 
Body Slam and on the TV show Hol- | 
lywood Squares. On the more serious | 
side, he has done extensive work in 
the fight against multiple sclerosis. \ 
As hilarious as Albano sometimes ap- 
pears, he is a very committed and 
determined man. 

During his storied career, Alba- 
no—who in 1986 won his third Pro 
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Capt. Lou Albano recently made an appearance on Hollywood Squares. Since his retirement from 


managing, The Captain has made movies and done work for the Multiple Sclerosis Foundation, for 
which he is co-chairman of fundraising. 


Wrestling Illustrated Manager of the 
Year award—led 13 teams to 16 tag 
team championships. He also guided 
Magnificent Muraco and Greg Valen- 
tine to Intercontinental titles and, 
early in his managing career, led 
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Ivan Koloff to the WWF World 
championship. Virtually every man 
who has ever wrestled in the WWF 
has in one way or another been 
touched by The Captain’s actions— 
good and bad. 


Senior Editor Bill Apter, Associate 
Editor Craig Peters, and Assistant Edi- 
tors Dave Rosenbaum and Andy Ro- 
driguez met with The Captain and 
asked him about several facets of his 
amazing life. 


“The Captain has decided that his expertise, his 
knowledge, his cunning, his leadership cannot get 
any better than it is. So, I have decided to let others 
take my place.” 


LOU ALBANO: Willie, as always, | am 
honored to speak with you. It is my 
pleasure to be here with your distin- 
guished editors. You were always fair 
with The Captain and | appreciate 
that. 

BILL APTER: Thank you, Captain. Ev- 
erybody wants to know, why did 
you retire? 

ALBANO: The Captain has decided 
that his expertise, his knowledge, his 
cunning, his leadership cannot get any 
better than it is. So, | have decided to 
let others take my place. 

ANDY RODRIGUEZ: But you were 
the only manager in the WWF fight- 
ing for good in wrestling. Are you 
really ready to leave the future in the 
hands of men like Bobby Heenan 
and Slick? 

ALBANO: No, Andy, that’s not what | 
said. | mean other wrestlers like Hulk 
Hogan and The British Bulldogs. 
They're the ones who will makes sure 
that Heenan and his friends don’t run 
amok, 

CRAIG PETERS: Speaking of the Bull- 
dogs, do you have any inside infor- 


mation on Dynamite Kid’s back 
injury? 

ALBANO: I'm afraid the Captain can’t 
divulge any information he may have. 
In fact, | don’t have a whole lot of 
information anyway. 

PETERS: You wouldn't hold anything 
back on us, would you? 

ALBANO: Craig, how many _ times 
have you interviewed the Captain? | 
have always spoken the truth. 
RODRIGUEZ; \'m not so sure about 
that. It’s only in the past two years 
that you've done anything to win the 
favor of the fans. 

ALBANO: Mistakes have been made, 
Ill admit that, but I really have 
changed. | resolved my differences 
with Cyndi Lauper. | stopped manag- 
ing Greg Valentine because | could 
not guide the career of a man who 
regularly lied and cheated. 

PETERS: As | recall, you instructed 
Valentine to injure Tito Santana’s leg 
before their TV match for the Inter- 
continental title in 1984. 

ALBANO: May the good Lord forgive 
for all the bad things I’ve done over 


the years. But that does not distract 
from the fact that 1 have managed 
some 13 teams to 16 world champion- 
ships. Nobody else in the entire wres- 
tling world can match that record, you 
understand. 
APTER: Dave, don’t you have any 
questions for the Captain? 
DAVE ROSENBAUM: Okay, | guess 
I've waited long enough, although | 
don’t like to be pushed, Bill. There 
are reports that Andre the Giant, 
who you once managed, will finally 
be given what he has always wanted: 
a shot at Hulk Hogan’s title, Should 
Andre wrestle for the title? 
ALBANO: Far be it from me to say 
what Andre should or should not do. 
Just because | used to manage him 
doesn’t mean I can advise him. The 
man deserves everything that’s coming 
to him. If the great Andre the Giant 
wants a title match, that’s okay by me. 
APTER: Captain, tell us about some 
of your work with the Multiple Scle- 
rosis Foundation. 
ALBANO: As you know, Willie, Cyndi 
(Continued on page 64) 
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Terry Gordy wasn’t 
supposed to last as UWF 
champion. But the rowdy 

Freebird has staked his 
claim as a true champion 
and is threatening to put 

a stranglehold on the 
title. That’s something 
even Hacksaw Duggan 
can’t deny 


The Making Of A Champion—1986: 
HOW TERRY GORDY IS 
WINNING HIS BATTLE 

FOR RESPECT 


T PRESS TIME, Terry Gordy’s 

UWF championship reign was on 
Day 151. Put into simpler terms, that’s 
about 150 days longer than anybody 
expected it to last. 

When Mid-South Wrestling changed 
its name to the Universal Wrestling 
Federation and a tournament was an- 
nounced to chose a champion, Terry 
Gordy was not supposed to win. 
Hacksaw Duggan, who had previously 
held the area’s top heavyweight title— 
the North American titlek—was expect- 
ed to cruise through the tournament 
and re-stake his claim as the king of 
the area. The name change was merely 
a formality. 

As we all know, it didn’t happen 
that way. Duggan was attacked by 
One Man Gang before the final match 
against Gordy and was only at half- 
strength for the most crucial battle of 
his career. Gordy won easily, but be- 
cause of the circumstances involved, 
most people assumed that it was a 
fluke. 


But flukes don’t last 151 days. The 
passing of time has only solidified 
Gordy’s standing as UWF champion. 
In the ring, where it counts, against 
some of the toughest competition in 
the world, Terry Gordy has earned re- 
spect. Love him or hate him, it’s an 
undeniable fact, and it comes from no 
less a source than UWF President Bill 
Watts. 

“To tell you the truth, I figured 
he’d last about a week,” said Bill 
Watts. “I thought that Terry was a 
fine wrestler, but Hacksaw is really 
something special. I’ve said more than 
once that Hacksaw would be the 
champion of any area he wrestled in. 
As it turns out, Terry is also something 
special, an outstanding wrestler, really. 
I’ve had. plenty of trouble with him 
from a disciplinary point of view, but 
as a wrestler, he’s proven his ability. 

“You see, we all just assumed that 
Gordy won because Hacksaw was 
hurt, but that just hasn’t turned out to 
be the case. Hacksaw has had his shots 


at Terry but hasn’t been able to get the 
title back. It’s frustrating Duggan, and 
when you frustrate Hacksaw, you’ve 
really done something.”’ 

The most impressive aspect of 
Gordy’s title reign is his willingness to 
take on all competition and wrestle al- 
most every night. Terry Taylor, Hack- 
saw Duggan, Ted DiBiase, and Steve 
Williams have all had numerous shots 
at Gordy and walked away without the 
hardware. Sometimes Gordy cheats. 
His disqualification rate is extremely 
high, and his Freebird partners, Mi- 
chael Hayes and Buddy Roberts, can 
be an intimidating—and interfering— 
presence at ringside, but he’s survived 
in a talent-laden area. 

“TJ hate his guts and I’d like to tear 
his face apart, but the man gets in the 
ring and is willing to battle it out,” 
says Duggan. “‘I know as well as any- 
body that it’s tougher to defend a title 
than to win it. Put it this way: For 
him to be champion after all this time 
isn’t just luck. I’ll beat him eventually, 
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In their World Class area days, Gordy 
catches Chris Adams in an abdominal 
stretch (right) and smashes him with a fore- 
arm blow (bottom right). Now that he’s in 
the UWF, Adams is certain he can beat 
Gordy for the title. 


I guarantee it, but I’ve had a tough 
time.” 

Gordy takes his success in stride. He 
has always had tremendous respect for 
himself and didn’t feel as if he needed 
to prove anything in the UWF. Indeed, 
The Freebirds long ago established 
themselves as one of the most talented 
tag teams in the entire world. But their 
ability as individual wrestlers had al- 
ways been in question. Gordy’s UWF 
championship and Roberts’ win over 
Terry Taylor for the TV title has an- 
swered all of those questions. 

“People just don’t respect us be- 
cause they see three rowdy guys who 
like to have a good time,”’ says Gordy. 
“The truth is, we party so much be- 
cause we got so much to celebrate! But 
now you people have to respect us! 
You just got no choice! We’re champi- 
ons and that’s that! And let me tell 
you something, baby, I’m gonna stay 
champion and Buddy’s gonna stay 
champion and soon, all of us are 
gonna have a piece of those tag team 
belts!”’ 

For now, Gordy will have to con- 
centrate on a new challenge to his title. 
Former World Class champion Chris 
Adams is now wrestling in the UWF 
and has his sights set on Gordy. Ad- 
ams, a fine scientific wrestler who 
knows from his rulebreaking days how 
to brawl, has almost fully recovered 
from last winter’s eye injury and could 
be Gordy’s toughest test yet. 

‘‘He’s one of the reasons J] came 
here,” says Gentleman Chris. “I knew 
him from my World Class days and 
I’ve always thought that I was the bet- 
ter wrestler. They say that he’s gotten 


a lot better since he won the belt, and 
I’m sure he has, but he hasn’t seen me 


wrestle in a long time and he might be 
surprised. Gordy can’t outwrestle me 
(Continued on page 65) 
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Kevin Von Erich’s Message To His Fans: 


“1'M A CHAMPION YOU 


CAN BE PROUD OF!” 


O MUCH HAS happened in 

World Class Championship 
Wrestling over the past year, events 
that must have made even the 
staunchest fan question his faith. 

There was Mike Von Erich’s bout 
with toxic shock syndrome, the tem- 
porarily blinding of Chris Adams, 
then the death of Gino Hernandez, 
the championship reign of rulebreak- 
er Rick Rude, Kerry Von Erich’s mo- 
torcycle accident, the loss of Adams 
and Rude to rival areas, and, finally, 
the championship reign of Black 
Bart. 

Finally, though, World Class fans 
have a reason for optimism. Ever 
since October 12, 1986, the fans have 
been able to hold their heads up 
high and say, “That’s Kevin Von 
Erich. He’s our champion!” 

On that day, Columbus Day as it 
turns out, Kevin Von Erich beat 
Black Bart for the championship, and 
the World Class area rediscovered 
respectability. And for the past three 
months, Kevin has defended his belt 
with all the class of a true champion. 

“I'd just like to say to my fans that 
I'm a champion you can be proud 
of,” said Kevin after his Thanksgiving 
Day rematch victory over Black Bart 
at Reunion Arena. “You don’t have 
to worry about the disqualification 
rule because there’s no need for it. 
I'll never get disqualified. I’m a 
World champion and that gives me 
a certain responsibility.” 

Kevin is one of the few champions 


After an apparently endless string of negative events, World Class fans 


now have someone to look up to in champion Kevin Von Erich, a man 
who plays by the rules and understands the value of his title 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


At their Thanksgiving Day rematch in Dallas, Kevin Von Erich snapmares Black Bart (above) 
and comes off the top rope with a forearm smash (below). Von Erich has defended the 
World Class title with honor and respect since winning it from Bart last October. 


in recent World Class history to real- 
ize that the belt isn’t his. It belongs 
to the fans, for they are the ultimate 
judge of a champion’s reign. Long 
after a man has lost his belt, the fans 
will remember him as either a great 
or unworthy champion. That, in the 
final analysis, is the bottom line. 

“Even Chris [Adams], who | finally 
became very good friends with 
again, didn’t realize that,” says Kevin. 
“Where is this sport without the 
fans? We can’t perform in front of 
empty arenas, naturally. Even if the 
fans hate a champion, they'll respect 
him if he defends the title in an 
honorable manner. That’s why they 
hated Rude, or at least [Percy] 
Pringle is why they hated Rude. He 
was an embarrassment to the belt, 
really an embarrassment to all of 
Texas. | won't make that mistake and 
| won't let down the fans.” 

Not like former family friend, Bri- 
an Adias, who, like the Von Erichs, is 
a native of Denton, Texas. This past 
November, Adias was wrestling Mike 
Von Erich in what was supposed to 
be a friendly scientific match. But, in 
a brutal action that shocked fans and 
wrestlers alike, Adias turned on Mike 
and beat him to a pulp. Now Adias 
has joined forces with Al Madril 
(they're currently World Class tag 
team champions) to declare war on 
the World Class area, in general, and 
the Von Erichs, in particular. 

“Sure, I’m hurt by what he did, 
but I’m not going to let it affect my 
thinking,” says Kevin. “A lot of peo- 
ple have come up to me and said, 
‘Kevin, he was one of your best 
friends and look what he did. How 
can you trust anybody anymore?’ 
But that’s not the way | am. | trust 
people, and if things go wrong, so 
be it. | obviously misjudged Brian, 
but then again, maybe | didn’t. May- 
be he'll realize the error of his 
ways.” 

Kevin knows, however, that if 
Adias doesn’t soon “realize the error 
of his ways,” a series of matches 
against his former friend is inevita- 
ble. “I’m ready for anything,” says 
Kevin. “Even when he was my 


Von Erich’s dropkick knocks Bart to the mat (above). His iron claw is so powerful that it draws blood from Al 
Madril (below). Madril and Brian Adias, Von Erich’s former friend, are World Class tag team champions. 


friend, Brian could have had shots at 
me whenever he wanted to. He nev- 
er asked. He just decided to take the 
low road. Now, I’m no crusader, but 
when | wrestle Brian, I’m gonna try 
and teach him a lesson, maybe make 
him reconsider his ways.” 

It is certainly a credit to Kevin's 
integrity that he is looking forward 
to wrestling Adias, just as he looks 
forward to all of his title defenses. “| 
wake up in the morning and the first 
thing | do is look at my belt,” Kevin 
says, the smile on his face growing 
ever larger as he speaks. “I keep it 
on a chair right next to my bed, just 
to keep it safe, and | pick it up, look 
at it, then say to myself, ‘Kevin, you 
must be the luckiest guy in the 
world.’ Wrestling for the fans of Tex- 
as, and being their champion, is one 
of the greatest things that could ever 
happen to me.” 

Having his injured brother Kerry 
at ringside is also a joy for Kevin. 
“For a while there, just after the mo- 
torcycle accident, | really thought 
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that Kerry was in bad shape,” says 
Kevin. “But you know, he was right 
there at ringside the night | won the 
belt, crutches and all, and before 
long he’s gonna be back. Brian set 


him back a little by attacking him, 
but my brother's a gamer, just like 
all of us Von Erichs. Kerry being 
around is the best part about being 
champion.” 

The joy Kevin displays in being 
champion is reflected in the cheers 
of the fans. When Kevin enters the 
ring, there’s a certain electricity in 
the air, electricity that can only be 
generated when a wrestler and the 
fans are on the same wavelength 
and understand each other. 

The fans understand that Kevin 

Von Erich represents honesty, dedi- 
cation, and loyalty. Kevin Von Erich 
understands that the fans have cer- 
tain standards by which to judge a 
champion. 
_ “It's all a give and take,” says 
Kevin. “The fans give me a lot, and 
all they ask in return is a little re 
spect, a little regard for the title I’m 
defending. That’s really not asking 
for much.” 

No. They’re just asking for Kevin 
Von Erich. 0 
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BARRY WINDHAM 


STAMPEDING BACK TO THE 
NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT! 


It’s taken some time, but Barry Windham is finally ready to 
tackle the challenge of NWA World Champion Ric Flair. The 
young Texan has returned to the World championship area 
and has big things on his mind 


ACK IN 1983, Barry Wind- 

ham was one of the top 
wrestlers in Florida. But he was 
not ready for NWA World champi- 
on Ric Flair. 

That was the consensus of the 
editorial board of Inside Wrestling, 
which unanimously agreed in the 
September 1983 issue that “Barry 
Windham Must Stop Wrestling 
Ric Flair.” 

Managing Editor Stu Saks said 
at the time that “While Windham 
obviously is a wrestler of vast 
skills and has the potential to be- 
come a world champion, he has 
proved that he doesn’t yet have 
the experience to overcome 
Flair.” And the late Dan Shocket 
said: “Windham should give up 
wrestling Flair for the title and try 
to put his own career in order 
first. Only by becoming the kind 


of wrestler that creates success 
rather than waiting for success to 
happen can Windham ever hope 
to achieve that success.” 

Well, Barry Windham has finally 
arrived—not only in the World 
Championship area, but at a 
crossroads in his career where 
the only proper move is to go af- 
ter Ric Flair and the NWA World 
title. Three-and-a-half years later, 
Windham is finally ready for Flair. 
The Texas cowboy is stampeding 
back into the national spotlight. 

The move had been coming for 
months, but on December 1, 
1986, it became official: Barry 
Windham left Florida and came to 
the World Championship area. 
The reason was simple. Back in 
1983, Windham was in Florida 
and frequently wrestled Flair. But 
for the past year, his shots at the 


World title were few and far be- 
tween. The irony is that back in 
1983, Windham wasn’t ready. 
Now he is. 

So, as cowboys are prone to 
do, he took the bull by the horns. 
Windham got on his high horse 
and rode off into the Florida sun- 
set and headed off to face his 
career. 

Windham made one slight de- 
tour on the road to the eventual 
showdown with Flair. Nine days 
after coming to the World Cham- 
pionship area, Windham and Ron- 
nie Garvin made a stop in Spar- 
tanburg, South Carolina, and won 
the United States tag team belts 
from Krusher Khrushchev and 
Ivan Koloff. 

It was an impressive perfor- 
mance by Windham. Barry fought 

(Continued on page 76) 


Now that he and Ron Garvin have won the U.S. tag team championship, Barry Windham—holding Krusher 
Khrushchev on the mat—is in a position to contend for the big prize: Ric Flair’s NWA World title. 


DUSTY 
RHODES 


& NIKITA 
KOLOFF: 


Dusty Rhodes and Nikita Koloff 
never agreed about much, but 
now they’re unified in their 
respect for the injured Magnum 
T.A. Together, they’ve formed 
The Superpowers, a tag team as : 
unlikely as it is spectacular ee 


Photos by Floyd See and Bruce Krietzman 


SUPERPOWER 


NWA World champion Ric Flair warns Koloff 
to back off before he gets hurt, but the brash 
Russian shows nothing but contempt for the 
champion. 


OGETHER, THEY’RE A most 

unlikely combination, even more 
so than Abbott and Costello, Laurel 
and Hardy, or Felix and Oscar. Dusty 
Rhodes and Nikita Koloff are a team 
that makes heads turn. Nobody would 
ever have guessed that “‘The American 
Dream” and ‘The Russian Night- 
mare’ would come together to form 
“The Superpowers.” 

It’s a pacifist’s wildest dream come 
true. If this can happen, the end of the 
cold war between the United States 
and the Soviet Union must be in sight. 
There is hope for mankind! We’re not 
gonna be blown to smithereens! 
Chernobyl was just an honest mistake! 
The Russians really didn’t mean to 
blow a civilian aircraft out of the sky! 

Now, let’s not go too far. There still 
is a pretty cold cold war going on. 
Nikita Koloff might have joined forces 
with the Americans, but he didn’t do 


Flair snapmares Dusty (right). Tommy Young tells Nikita to get out of the ring as Dusty starts 
applying the figure-four leglock on Tully Blanchard, Flair’s fellow Horseman (below). 


so with the Kremlin’s consent, or even 
with his Uncle Ivan’s blessing. There’s 
a war going on, all right. And it pits 
Koloff and Rhodes on one side against 
Ivan Koloff, Krusher Khrushchev, and 
The Four Horsemen on the other. 
For now, however, let’s concern 
ourselves with one-half of the story, 
the half that has Nikita Koloff and 
Dusty Rhodes not only on the /same 
side of the ring, but on the same side 
of the fron Curtain. Consider this 
shocking statement: ‘‘Nikita Koloff, 
he’s my friend, he proved himself, and 
now I’m standing by his side the way 
he stood by Magnum T.A. Because 
T.A., he hurt, he hurt bad, and Nikita 
Koloff, he showed what kind of man 
he is.” The speaker: Dusty Rhodes. 
Or how about this: “I once think 
Dusty Rhodes bad man, but that is not 
right. Dusty Rhodes honorable man. 


He show true courage. He stand by his 
friend, even when hurt, and allow me 
to fight battle for Magnum T.A. 
Kremlin say that Dusty Rhodes no 
good. This not true.’’ The speaker: 
Nikita Koloff. 

By now, everybody should know 
how Dusty and Nikita came together. 
Magnum T.A. was involved in a terri- 
ble, career-threatening automobile acci- 
dent in mid-October and doctors still 
do not know whether he will recover 
full movement in his extremities. A’ 
few days later, Nikita Koloff came into 
the ring with Dusty Rhodes and saved 
him from an attack by J.J. Dillon and 


Ole Anderson. Afterward, Nikita ex- 
pressed his feelings for Magnum T.A. 
and declared that he would wrestle 
‘for’ Magnum. 

In response, the Soviet Union took 
away Nikita’s citizenship. Ivan Koloff 
disowned his nephew and vowed re- 
venge. The entire rulebreaking colony 
in the World Championship area ex- 
pressed its outrage at this supposed 
traitor. Meanwhile, Nikita Koloff ig- 
nored it all and followed his heart. 
And his heart said that if he was going 
to wrestle for Magnum T.A., he was 
going to have to wrestle with Dusty 
Rhodes. 

Together, they’ve been an awesome 
combination. “I’ve never seen Nikita 
wrestle better and Dusty has picked up 
on the momentum,” says Rick Morton 
of The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. ‘‘It isn’t 
like Nikita’s wrestling for two men. 
He’s wrestling /ike two men. Fear- 
some, absolutely fearsome!’’? In most 
of their matches, Dusty and Nikita 
have taken on the imposing combina- 
tion of Ric Flair and Tully Blanchard. 
The Superpowers have won almost all 
of these meetings. 
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The superpower pairing of Dusty and Nikita has 
had several confrontations with Flair and Blan- 
chard, who has his leg twisted by Dusty (above). 
Tully readies a kneelift for Nikita (below). 


_ 


“This is one of the most disgusting 
tag teams I’ve ever seen,’’ says an ob- 
viously bitter Blanchard. ‘‘You’ve got 
this overblown Russian traitor on one 
side and a fat, washed-up coward on 
the other. They’re doing it with mir- 


rors, but their luck is bound to wear 
out. Nikita and Rhodes are doomed 
for disaster, especially when The Four 
Horsemen get their harids on them.” 

To Nikita Koloff, however, disaster 
does not mean The Four Horsemen. It 
means that inevitable day, somewhere 
down the line, when he and Dusty 
look across the ring and see Ivan Ko- 
loff and Krusher Khrushchev on the 
other side. On that day, Nikita’s loyal- 
ty to Magnum T.A. and Dusty Rhodes 
will be put to the ultimate test. 

“There is no question,’ shouts a 
perturbed Nikita. ‘I have made my 
decision. I have seen how my Uncle 
and Soviet Union really is. I say to be 
loyal to Magnum T.A., and that is 
how it must be. If I must wresfle my 
Uncle and Khrushchev, that is how it 
must be. I will wrestle them like any 
other opponent.”’ 

But some wrestlers have other 
thoughts. “If Ivan and Khrushchev 
were double-teaming Dusty, could 
Nikita really break in and hit his un- 
cle?” asks Brad Armstrong. “‘I serious- 
ly doubt it, and that’s why I still don’t 
trust Nikita. I just couldn’t see him 
harming his own flesh and blood, not 
for Magnum T.A.”’ Robert Gibson 
agrees. “I couldn’t hit my own uncle,”’ 
he says. “I don’t see how Nikita 
could, either.’ 

In any event, the fans are delighted 
by the pairing of Dusty and Nikita. 
“Tt’s the greatest tag team of all time,” 
said ringside fan Chrissy Donovan af- 
ter watching Nikita and Rhodes beat 
Flair and Blanchard at The Charlotte 
Coliseum. “I always hated Nikita, but 
now I love him, and Dusty’s always 
been my favorite. They’re unbeatable. 
I think I like them even more than The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express.” 

That’s high praise coming from a 
young, female fan in North Carolina, 
a state where the Rock ’n’ Rolls are 
king. Yet it’s typical of the kind of 
response The Superpowers have gotten 
throughout the country. This is a pair- 
ing that shocked the nation and then 
took it by storm. 

Dusty Rhodes and Nikita Koloff. As 
unlikely as hot dogs and caviar. Maybe 
there is hope for the world. ‘O 


It is doubtful whether Jake 
Roberts’ snake Damian 


could squeeze the energy 
out of a behemoth like 


AC TION USA Kamala, but that didn’t stop . 


Roberts from bringing his 
COLUMBUS, OHIO favorite pet to the arena. 
Roberts, who has been 
winning favor with the fans, 
says he likes to keep people 
wondering if a big man like 
Kamala can be DDT’d. 
Unfortunately, people were 
still guessing after this 
match. 


ACTION USA 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


MT 


On this night, Kevin Von Erich was 
intent upon destroying Al Maadril. 
Maaril had teamed with Brian 
Adias, who had attacked Mike Von 
Erich during what was supposed to 
be a scientific match. Adias then 
asked Al Maadril to be his partner in 
a war against the entire Von Erich 
family. Not surprisingly, the action 
spilled outside the ring, with Kevin 
getting his licks in at every 
opportunity. 


One could not find two 
teams more opposite each 
other than The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express and Ivan Koloff & 


ACTION USA Vladimir Petrov. The Rock 


’n’ Rolls prefer an acrobatic 
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA style, while Koloff & Petrov 


favor a power attack. Both 
Y 7 teams were striving to prove 
which style—and country— 
is superior, but nothing was 
proved in this match. These 
are two very good teams not 


yet finished with one 
another. 


ACTION USA 


ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 


Wy 


There is no love lost between 
Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka and 
Boris Zukhov, the big Russian who 
has had his eyes on Snuka ever 
since he came to the AWA. 
Zukhov knew that a victory over 
the legendary Snuka would be a 
highlight in his career. But it was 
not to be this night at the Civic 
Center. Snuka showed that he is a 
better wrestler by controlling the 
match from the start and 
humiliating the wily Russian. 


WHY ELIZABETH 
IS WRESTLING’S 


| TOP MANAGER | 


N A SUB-WORLD dominated by 

brutish men, dirty scars, and public 
backstabbings, Miss Elizabeth emerges 
as a mirage: a piece of art stuck in a 
roadside bar. To most fans, she is the 
engaging goddess regularly abused by 
her charge, ‘Macho Man’ Randy 
Savage. In point of fact, she is nothing 
of the sort. 

The shadow her radiant beauty and 
simpleminded acquiescence casts has 
obliterated the versatility of a keen 
mind. A genius with numbers and a 
relentless negotiator, Elizabeth is a 
money-making machine, a strapping, 
robust well of black ink. The way in 
which she has handled Savage—an un- 
manageable wildman; rebellious, dis- 
agreeable—has already earned her a 
foreboding reputation. She is not to be 
messed with, 

Although not classified information, 
it is not generally known to what 
length of despair the career of Randy 
Savage had plummeted before his ar- 
rival in the WWE. ‘Randy always had 
a problem with authority,” said Glen 
Levitt, an ex-scout for the St. Louis 
Cardinals farm system, Savage’s first 
team in the minor leagues. “‘No doubt 
he had the potential to be a major 
leaguer. He hit with power, stole bases 
like Cobb, and ran down balls others 
would concede. But baseball requires 
discipline, and Poffo [his real name] 
was unwilling to put up with the 
rules.” 


_ “Macho Man” Randy Savage may appear indomitable and ruthless 
the ring, but when his manager, Miss Elizabeth, talks, he listens — 
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In their own way, Randy “Macho Man” Savage and his manager Elizabeth (opposite page) 
are the most successful team in the WWF. She takes off his sunglasses (above), then he 
goes to work on Tito Santana (below). 


Savage’s defiant behavior spilled into 
the ring. Constantly late for matches, 
intolerant of opponents with inferior 
skills, Savage’s concentration seemed 
to waver. After weeks of victories, he 
would leave the territory without a 
word of his whereabouts. In important 
title matches, Savage would’ dominate 
the match and then lose interest, ab- 
sorbing a pinfall from opponents he 
was clearly superior to. 

After a loss to Jerry Lawler in June 
of 1985, his father, former wrestler 
Angelo Poffo, sat his son down for a 
sobering talk. According to a family 
friend, Poffo sought to distance him- 
self from his son until Savage could 
prove his self-worth. Without mincing 
words, Poffo sent his son away. 

Despite the adoration Savage felt for 
his father, the private tongue-lashing 
did little to allay his notorious habits. 
Arriving in the WWF on the crest of 
front-page publicity, Savage’s erratic 
record continued. It wasn’t until after 
a much-heralded manager’s search that 
his life stabilized. If he hired Miss Eliz- 
abeth as a beautiful figurine—as some- 
one who would smile while carrying his 
robes and not much else—then he got 
more than he bargained for. 


Elizabeth dutifully stands by as Savage tries to get back up (above). She convinced the 
“Macho Man’ to abandon his quest for the World title long enough to go after the 
Intercontinental belt. Bloodied and bedraggled, Savage drags The Honky Tonk Man back 


“He got lucky is what he got,’’ his 
friend says. ‘‘Without Elizabeth, Ran- 


dy wouldn’t be anywhere near what he 
is today.” 

Playing graceful counterpoint to 
Savage’s neanderthal ring tactics, Eliza- 
beth has created the hottest team in 
wrestling. According to a WWF 
source, Hulk Hogan ranks second in 
personal appearances; Savage falls 
somewhere in the top 10. Savage with 
Elizabeth is first. 

Elizabeth has nurtured Savage’s for- 
midable talents, caressed his ego 
enough to squeeze out his vast poten- 
tial. Pundits unanimously agree that 
never in his career has Randy Savage 
wrestled any better than he is now. 

It was Elizabeth—and while Savage 
doesn’t confirm this he doesn’t deny it 
either—who convinced the Macho 
Man to temporarily abandon his quest 
for the WWF title in favor of the In- 
tercontinental crown. Savage’s brutish 
tenacity had turned his feud with Ho- 
gan into an obsession. Although he re- 
mained the number one rulebreaking 
challenger, promoters became hesitant 
about matching the two. The fans had 


into the ring (below). 


grown weary of the battle. 

The decision to turn away from the 
federation’s top prize rankled Savage. 
He ignored Elizabeth and decided to 
sign his own matches until he realized 
promoters would no longer deal with 
him. “Elizabeth has him in her palm,” 


a mutual friend says. “‘The beauty of 
it is Savage doesn’t even realize it. 
That’s what makes her so effective. 
She doesn’t emasculate him the way 
Baby Doll or Missy Hyatt does to their 
men. She allows Savage to boast in 

(Continued on page 78) 
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First And Goal 


STEVE WILLIAMS 


CLOSES IN ON 
THE UWF TITLE 


TEVE WILLIAMS HAS been 
forced to learn patience, but 
that patience is wearing thin. 

Coming off his Most Improved 
Wrestler of the Year selection in 
1985, he had set 1986 as the year 
he would mile the UWF. But the 
majority of the year was dominat- 
ed by Jim Duggan and Tery 
Gordy, and Williams, while not ex- 
actly keeping a low profile, never 
surfaced to make a serious nun at 
the title. 

But now the belt is in the shaky 
hands of One Man Gang, and Dr. 
Death knows that his goal is within 
reach. The highest honor in the 
UWF might soon be his. And for 
the former Oklahoma football star, 
the Sooner the better. 

“This is what we all strive for, 
this is it,’ says Williams, whose 
gruff appearance belies his per- 
sonable character. “I can smell 
blood, baby, and that’s the blood 
of One Man Gang. How much 
longer can that overweight bum 
hang on to the belt?” 

Ever since November 9 in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, that question has been 
on the mind of all UWF observers. 
One Man Gang is considered one 
of the worst technical wrestlers in 
the sport, but he has two things 


The opportunity is there and Steve ‘‘Dr. Death’’ Williams is 
ready to take advantage of it. One Man Gang has the UWF 
title, but that can’t last for long. Williams is at the top of his 


game and closing in fast! 


going for him: 468 pounds and a 
killer instinct nurtured while grow- 
ing up on the streets of Chicago. 
Still, there are too many nega- 
tives for him to last: his lack of 
scientific skills, immobility in the 
ring, inability to wrestle at full 
strength for longer than five min- 
utes, the misguidance of Skandor 
Akbar (one of the most self-serving 
managers in wrestling), and the 
fact that Gang is hated by fan fa- 
vorites and milebreakers alike: 
The final factor is directly relat- 
ed to the manner in which he won 
the belt. Gordy was scheduled to 
wrestle twice on one card and 
was injured before his title de- 
fense against One Man Gang. De- 
spite Michael Hayes’ request on his 
partner's behalf, UWF. officials 
would not allow Gordy to post- 
pone the title defense, opting to 
award the belt to OMG by default. 
This drew the ire of The Free- 


birds. Of course, Gang was al- 
ready the target of every fan favor- 
ite in the area. 

With all these factors working 
against him, OMG is expected to 
lose the title. And Steve Williams 
is primed to speed up the pro- 
cess. Williams has the eye of the 
tiger, and as he closes in on One 
Man Gang he only gets hungmier. 

“T’ve never seen Steve like this,” 
says Ted DiBiase, who held the 
Mid-South tag team title with Wil- 
liams on two occasions. “Steve is 
really hungry right now because 
he knows that One Man Gang is a 
stiff and just waiting to be beaten. 
Right now, he’s more ‘Dr. Death’ 
than Steve Williams. 

Steve “Dr. Death” Williams real- 
ly is two people. Steve Williams is 
the man who rescues men from 
burning cars (May 1986, Inside 
Wrestling) but also needs to be 
told that “Wrestling Is Not A Team 


Blood gushes from Terry Gordy’s eye as Steve 
Williams squeezes on a facelock (left). Rick 
Steiner, an up-and-coming competitor in the 
UWF, is pressed overhead by Dr. Death (above) 
and slammed down (opposite page left). Williams 
is convinced he can beat One Man Gang for the 
UWF championship. 


Sport!” (August 1986, Inside Wres- 
tling) because he spends too 
much time wrestling in tag team 
matches. Dr. Death is the man who 
claims to ignore the cheers of the 
fans and demands, “Sew Me Up 
Doc, I’ve Got A Match Tonight’ 
(Winter 1985, Wrestling 85) after a 
cut above his eye required 108 
stitches. 

Both are authentic, because the 
man that wins the UWF title will 
be a combination of the two. Since 
last summer, Williams has devoted 
most of his energy to singles com- 
petition and has seen his skills im- 
prove drastically. Often skill is not 
enough, but Williams’ determina- 
tion and his outright refusal to be 
softened by the cheers of the fans 
makes him even better. 

“Steve has always had the po- 
tential to be a great wrestler and 
now he’s finally living up to his 
potential,” says Terry Taylor. “He’s 
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never been this good.” 

Williams has already had several 
shots at One Man Gang, but ‘most 
of these matches have ended in 
disqualifications and countouts. 
“You're talking about two very ex- 
plosive personalities getting to- 
gether in the ring,” says UWF tele- 
vision announcer Jim Ross. Yet 
Williams has such a diverse array 
of tools that with each match the 
chances of him beating Gang 
increase. 

“Gang gets wom down very fast 
and I’ve got to figure out a way to 
keep him in the ring once he gets 
tired,’ says Williams. “The thing 
is, Gang isn’t as stupid as he is fat, 
and Akbar is a scheming slob. 
Gang gets tired and he runs. I 
can't let him run. I have to keep 
on his tail and never let him get 
away. I’m a million times better 
than him.” 

The situation: First and goal, Wil- 
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Williams has feuded with The Freebirds ever since they came to 


- 


re | 
the UWF. Their leader, 


Michael Hayes, is collared by Williams during a strap match (above). Former UWF champion 
Gordy feels a Dr. Death headlock (below). Anyone who’s ever wrestled Williams knows how 


tough he is. 


liams on the nine, then the five, 
then the two, then just inches to 
go. One Man Gang counters with 
his goal line stand, but he’s mun- 
ning out of steam. Gang has the 
lead, but the clock is running and 
he’s the one losing time. Williams 
has his choices: a sweep or a 


middle. Finesse or 
Williams or Dr. 


drive up the 


power. Steve 
Death. 

The clock continues to run. One 
Man Gang is losing his grip on the 
UWF title. He’s out of timeouts. Dr. 
Death is in control. 


Paydirt. O 


Universal Wrestling Frustration: 


WHY HACKSAW DUGGAN 
CAN’T WIN THE BIG ONES! 


F THERE WAS a dog in the 

room, Hacksaw Jim Duggan 
would have kicked it, but instead, 
he takes his anger out on a chair. 
Many ‘chairs. He flings them 
across the room, narrowly missing 
the head of a nervous Ted DiBi- 
ase. He heads for a wooden stall 
in front of Terry Taylor's locker 
and, using just some of his awe- 
some strength, pulls the legs 
apart and deposits the remains on 
the floor. 

The big man from Glens Falls, 
New York, has an undefeated 
record against chairs. 

Hacksaw Duggan had just re- 
turned to the dressing room after 
another match against Universal 
Wrestling Federation champion 
One Man Gang, another match 
that ended when Gen. Skandor 
Akbar interfered, causing his 
champion the match yet protect- 
ing his championship. Another ti- 
tle shot down the drain. 

That’s the way it has been for 
Hacksaw Duggan. Almost every 
time he wrestles One Man Gang, 
Duggan dominates from start to 
finish, but the result is always the 
same: either Duggan makes a 
mistake and gets himself disquali- 
fied, or One Man Gang gets dis- 
qualified. Either way, Duggan re- 
turns to the dressing room without 
the UWF belt around his waist 


Few people will deny that Hacksaw Jim Duggan is one of the most 
talented men in all of wrestling. Awesome and determined, he should 
have a title belt around his waist. Just why doesn’t he, then? Inside 
Wrestling has the answers, and they just might startle a few people— — 
Duggan included! 
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Although he is a far better technical wrestler than One Man Gang, Hacksaw Jim Duggan 
hasn’t gained a clear victory over him since Gang won the UWF title. Gang chokes Duggan 
against the ropes (above) and takes a piece out of Hacksaw’s skull as he struggles to get 
back into the ring (below). 


and vents his anger against the 
poor, defenseless furniture. 

“Funny,” Duggan must think. 
“| never had this much trouble 
with One Man Gang before he 
was champion.” 


Choke. The word strikes fear 
into the hearts of professional ath- 
letes. Almost all of them have had 
to deal with pressure at one time 
or another. Many, like Ray Knight 
and Mookie Wilson in the sixth 
game of the 1986 World Series, 
have dealt positively with pres- 
sure. And others, like Bob Stanley 
and Calvin Schiraldi of the forever 
choking Boston Red Sox, could 
not take it. 

It has been suggested that 
Hacksaw Duggan, for all his size 
(6’3”, 280 pounds) and skill (he’s 
number three in the UWF ratings) 
chokes in the big matches. No- 
body would suggest that Duggan 
lacks heart, but the ol’ ticker 
seems to skip a beat or two in 
clutch situations. 

“It’s pretty obvious that when 
the going gets tough, Hacksaw 
just loses control,” said one wres- 
tler, a friend of Duggan’s who re- 
quested that his name be with- 
held. “I’ve seen situations where 
Hacksaw had One Man Gang on 
the ropes, but what does he do? 
He turns to the fans, and lets 
them cheer him, and gives Gang 
a chance to get back into the 
match. That’s not how champion- 
ships are won, buddy. You win 
the match, then you soak in the 
glory.” 

C-H-O-K-E. It spells Hacksaw 
Jim Duggan. 


Choking is only one reason why 
Duggan can’t win the big ones. 
Another reason might be his lack 
of a manager. In an area like the 
UWF, almost anything goes and 
wrestlers are constantly subjected 
to sneak-attacks. The wrestlers 
are rough and rugged in the UWF 
and will do anything to win a title. 

Since Mid-South wrestling be- 
came the UWF in early 1986, 
there have been two champions, 


Duggan bites Gang (above left), but Gang 
comes back and lets fly with his ‘747” 
bodysplash (above right). OMG attacked 
Duggan before he had a chance to wrestle 
Terry Gordy in the UWF championship 
tournament. 
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Terry Gordy and One Man Gang. 
Gordy won his title by defeating 
Duggan in the final of the first 
tournament for the UWF champi- 
onship, but he had One Man 
Gang to thank. 

With the help of manager 
Skandor Akbar, Gang attacked 
Duggan before the match and 
used a chair to inflict a_ deep 
wound on Hacksaw’s forehead. 
Afterward, Gordy easily beat 
Duggan. 

Gordy was scheduled to wrestle 
twice on November 9, first in a 
six-man tag team match and then 
in a title match against Gang. 
Gordy tore ligaments in his right 
arm during the tag match and 
had to forfeit the title to Gang. His 
partner, Freebird leader Michael 


Be 


the title change would not be 
overturned. 

Hayes, of course, is not 
Gordy’s manager; he does not di- 
rect the man’s career. Would a 
manager have allowed Gordy to 
wrestle twice in the same eve- 
ning? Akbar only scheduled Gang 
for one match that evening. By no 
means was this the work of a ge- 
nius. It was simple common 
sense. 

It is quickly becoming obvious 
that winning in the UWF is much 
easier with a manager than with- 
out one. As Dear Abby might say, 
get counseling, Hacksaw Duggan. 

“Sometimes, Hacksaw just 
goes out of his mind and there 
isn’t a man in the world that can 
stop him,” said Taylor. “He gets 
himself really pumped up for title 
matches and by the time he en- 
ters the ring, he’s just a bundle of 


Hayes, filed an official protest, but energy ready to explode. Unfortu- 


nately, he usually explodes in the 
middle of the match and his. 
game plan is wasted. Enthusiasm 
and intensity is great, but some- 
times | think Hacksaw would be 
better off if he stayed a little more 
under control.” 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated “Scout- 
ing Report,” on Hacksaw Dug- 
gan, May 1986: “Lack of sélf-con- 
trol in big matches. Tends to get 
disqualified too often in title oppor- 
tunities.” More specifically, “His 
war against Akbar has raged out 
of control for nearly three years.” 
Now, it’s more than four years. 

“| think the time has come for 
Hacksaw to think about what di- 
rection he’s going in,” said Steve 
“Dr. Death” Williams. “Akbar ab- 
solutely drives him crazy, but 
that’s what that idiot is trying to 
do. He’s succeeding, too.” 

Obviously. Hacksaw Duggan 
still can’t win the big ones. 
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An Unexpected AWA Classic: 
CURT HENNIG GIVES 
NICK BOCKWINKEL THE 


Curt Hennig slams AWA World champion 
Nick Bockwinkel during their Christmas Night 
match in St. Paul, Minnesota. Hennig gave 
Bockwinkel more than he bargained for. 
URT HENNIG GOT what he al- 
ways wanted this past Christmas. 
Nick Bockwinkel got a rock. 

Actually, the AWA World champi- 
on wasn’t looking for any gifts under 
his tree, but Bockwinkel certainly must 
have thought that Christmas was a 
time to celebrate the unexpected lon- 
gevity of his fourth title reign rather 
than fight for his life in the St. Paul 
Civic Center wrestling ring. 

But whoever was handing out the 
presents at the AWA Christmas party 
obviously thought otherwise, so the gift 
list read something like this: a World 
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title shot for Hennig, roughly 30 min- 
utes of agony for Nick Bockwinkel, 
and a match to remember for the fans 
in St. Paul. 

Curt is the 28-year-old son.of Larry 
“The Ax” Hennig, a man who spent 
most of his fine career chasing after 
Verne Gagne and the AWA World ti- 
tle. Hennig never did capture the elu- 
sive belt, and some years back turned 
the hunt over to his son. Curt, howev- 
er, went about things in a different 
way. Larry Hennig was one of the 
most vicious rulebreakers in the sport. 
Curt is a fine scientific wrestler. 

In this case, the apple fell very far 
from the tree. Or did it? 

Back in November, the younger 
Hennig appeared to be ready to go the 
way of his father. Hennig teamed with 
Greg Gagne in a match against Sheik 
Adnan Al-Kaissie, Ali Khan, and Boris 
Zukhoy, but things quickly got out of 
hand. While Gagne was arguing with 
the referee, the rulebreakers_ triple- 
teamed Hennig. Zukhov pinned 
Hennig and when Gagne came over to 
talk to his partner, Curt threatened to 
hit the ref. Then, to the shock of all in 
the St. Paul Civic Center, Hennig 
turned around and slugged Gagne. 

For a while, it looked as if the 
Gagne-Hennig wars of old were ready 
to surface in the younger generation. A 
very understanding Gagne told report- 
ers that Hennig was still upset about 
having recently lost the AWA World 
tag team title with Scott Hall. But the 
answer laid much deeper. 

Hennig wanted a shot at Bockwinkel 
and felt that this was a good way to 
get people’s attention. 


MATCH OF HIS LIFE! 


. i . ri “4 é 
Bockwinkel whips Hennig into the ropes. 
Their title match, which lasted longer than 


expected, is regarded as one of the best in 
the AWA in recent years. 


“It’s like. people just ignore me 
sometimes,” said Hennig. “‘It’s sad, 
but the only way to get anything done 
in this sport is to do something drastic. 
I didn’t mean to hit Greg, but all my 
frustration came out.” 

It didn’t take too long for Curt to 
convince AWA promoters of his wor- 
thiness. In recent months, the AWA 
has not been reluctant to pit fan favor- 
ites against fan favorites. Besides, the 
fans were growing weary of Bockwink- 
el and his antics, which some observers 
say remind them of Bockwinkel’s years 

(Continued on page 74) 


Hennig (twisting Bockwinkel’s 
arm behind his back) feels he is 
finally getting the respect that’s 
due him. 
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Nick Bockwinkel was expecting an easy title defense on Christmas 
Night in St. Paul. What he got was a hungry Curt Hennig, who forced 
the AWA World champion to fight and claw to protect his belt. In the 

end, the fans were the winners 


when he saw him. 

That night, The Rock ‘n’ Rolls 
had a title match against Ole and 
Arn Anderson in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. It was a close battle 
throughout, as both teams tagged in 
and out frequently. In the locker 
room before the match, neither 
man spoke about the incident earli- 
er in the day, so Morton thought all 
was forgiven. He was sorry about 
what he’d done and he wanted to 
put it behind him as quickly as 
possible. 

About 15 minutes into the match, 
the Rock 'n’ Rolls were in trouble. 
Morton was hurt and tagged off to 
Gibson. The Andersons quickly 
trapped him in their corner and 
were battering away mercilessly. 
After Ole missed with a roundhouse 
right, Gibson rolled away and tried 
to tag out to Morton, who appeared 
to still be hurt. Morton made only a 
half-hearted attempt to reach his 
partner. “Cmon, c'mon,” Gibson 
screamed. “Make the tag.” 

The 9,000 fans in attendance 
were unsure whether Morton was 
too injured to make a tag or if he 
just didn’t want to help his needy 
partner. Finally, when Gibson's 
hand was only a few inches away 
from his, Morton tagged in. The 
Rock ’n’ Rolls won by disqualifica- 
tion, but there was no celebration. 
Something was not right with the 
World champions, and the fans 
knew it. 

After the match, Morton and Gib- 
son were interviewed separately by 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Assistant 
Editor Andy Rodriguez. When 
asked why he didn’t make the tag 
right away, Morton said that he 
was still dazed from the earlier at- 
tack and was not able to return to 
the ring just yet. Gibson came 
down heavily on his partner, claim- 
ing that he was in far worse condi- 
tion than* Morton, who, he said, 
should have made the tag. 

For the weeks following that 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 15) 


Robert Gibson salutes his fans before spin- 
ning Bobby Eaton to the mat. Would such 
moves work against a man who knows his 
tactics so well? 

match, Morton and Gibson only 
saw each other on the night of a 
match. They would arrive at the 
arena separately, wrestle _ their 
match, and leave separately. They 
stopped socializing after the match- 
es, and stopped working out togeth- 
er before them. Finally, the tension 
became too much for Gibson. He 


asked the promoters for a couple of 
weeks off. They agreed to his re- 
quest, but they had a request of 
their own: wrestle a match with 
Morton. 

Gibson never dreamed he would 
ever wrestle his long-time partner, 
but the more the promoters. talked 
about it, the more he liked the idea. 
It would give both of them a 
chance to let off some steam. May- 
be it would help them resolve their 
differences. “Sure,” Gibson told the 
promoters. “Let's do it.” 

When Jim Crockett phoned Mor- 
ton to get his permission, the re- 
sponse shocked him. Crockett 
couldn't believe how badly Morton 
wanted such a match. “You just tell 
me when and where and I'll be 
there,” Morton yelled. “I've been 
waiting for this. I’m gonna teach 
that partner of mine a lesson in 
wrestling he won't forget.” 

On March 23, the match was 
signed. Billed as the “Scientific Ex- 
travaganza,” the match was set for 
the Greensboro Coliseum in North 
Carolina. At an interview announc- 
ing the match, Gibson _ told 
Schiavone that it could be “the 
greatest pure wrestling match that 
anybody would ever see.” 

But Morton had other ideas. 

“Let me tell ya something, broth- 
er,” Morton told Bob Caudle. “Ev- 
erybody’s talkin’ about a ‘scientific 
extravaganza, how we're supposed 
to stay within the rules. But it 
doesn't always work that way. Gib- 
son, listen good. When we get in 
there, I'll do anything it takes to 
win. If | have to get down and 
dirty, I'll do it. You better believe | 
know what street fightin’ is all 
about, brother. Gibson, you better 
be ready to fight the match of your 
life, because it’s gonna take that 
and more to put my _ shoulders 
down for the one-two-three.” 

For his part, Gibson tried to keep 
a cool head, telling announcers, re- 
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porters, and fans that he was ignor- 
ing Morton's rantings and ravings 
and preparing himself for a good, 
hard, clean match. “If he wants to 
fight, fine, we'll fight,” Gibson said. 
“but he should know one thing. 
When I was younger, I did a little 
boxing. | know I can use my fists 
better than he .can. I don’t think 
he’s thought about that.” 

As the night of the match ap- 
proached, fans of The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express were being torn apart emo- 
tionally. They had so many ques- 
tions. Whom should we root for? 
What kind of a match would it be? 
Will either of them get hurt? Will 
this be the end of The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express? Will this be the end of 
their careers? Whether they were 
siding with Rick or Robert—or not 
taking sides at all—the fans all 
agreed on one thing: They couldn't 
wait for the match to be over. 


MATCH NIGHT 


The night had arrived. Fans from 
all over the South flocked to 
Greensboro for the historic event. 
Scalpers were asking up to $200 for 
a ringside ticket. Press, radio and 
TV people from throughout the U.S. 
and 11 foreign countries were in 
attendance. Magnum T.A., still re- 
covering from his automobile acci- 
dent, told a reporter he hoped the 
match would end in a draw. 
“They're two of my closest friends,” 
he said. “I couldn’t stand to see ei- 
ther one of them lose.” 

Prior to the Morton-Gibson 
matchup, fans were treated to sev- 
eral excellent matches—all of main- 
event caliber—on the undercard. 
The results of those matches: 

@ Nikita Koloff beat NWA World 
champion Rie Flair by disqualifica- 
tion when Tully Blanchard and Ole 
Anderson jumped into the ring and 
Pearl Harbored the big Russian. Un- 
daunted, Koloff threw Blanchard, 


DREAM MATCH 
(Continued from page 58) 


Morton’s recent singles experience against 
Ric Flair would serve as a distinct advan- 
tage against Gibson. 

Anderson, and Flair over the top 
rope. 

@The Road Warriors defeated 
The Midnight Express in a bloody 
cage match that lasted 32 minutes. 
Bobby Eaton missed Road Warrior 
Hawk with a flying dropkick. Hawk 
picked him up, grated his head 
against the cage, and pinned him. 
Despite the cage, both Jim Cornette 
and Paul Ellering were barred from 
ringside. 

@Arn Anderson forced Dusty 
Rhodes to submit and won the 
NWA TV title. Anderson repeatedly 
worked on Dusty’s weak ankle until 
The American Dream could no 
longer stand the pain. 

@ln a taped-fist match, Jimmy 
Valiant knocked out his old partner, 
Manny Fernandez, with a tremen- 
dous right hook in the third round. 
Paul Jones tried to interfere, but 
Baron Von Raschke—in disguise at 
ringside—ran in and put Jones to 
out with an iron clawhold., 


THE ACTION 


Right before Morton and Gibson 
were to be introduced, a minor 
controversy developed. It was 
something no one had _ thought 
about before. Which man would 


enter the ring to Electric Light Or- 
chestra’s “Rock 'n’ Roll is King,” the 
song that had become synonomous 
with The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express? 
They both liked the song and they 
both wanted to be introduced with 
it. But Jim Crockett stepped in and 
said -neither could use the song. 
Both men would have to come out 
to the cheers—or boos—of the fans. 

Gibson came out first. To the sur- 
prise of most observers, there were 
no boos. Maybe it was because Gib- 
son wanted to keep the match sci- 
entific. When Morton walked out, 
he got a mixed reaction. It sur- 
prised him, because for some rea- 
son he expected the fans to cheer 
madly for “Wrestling’s Sexiest Su- 
perstar.” He apparently didn’t real- 
ize that such an award is only for 
fun, that when it comes to serious 
wrestling the true fans could care 
less. 

As they stepped through the 
ropes, both men eyed each other 
carefully. The NWA’s top referee, 
Tommy Young, beckoned them to 
the center of the ring to check 
them for hidden objects. There 
were none. Young signaled for the 
bell, and the long-awaited confron- 
tation was on. 

Gibson tried to shake Morton's 
hand, but all he got back was a 
mean glare. That spurred Gibson to 
action. Without any hesitation, he 
stunned Morton with a tremendous 
dropkick. The crowd went wild as 
Morton got off the mat and lunged 
at his partner. Gibson executed a 
beautiful armdrag takedown, then 
grabbed Morton in a facelock, but 
Morton quickly took Gibson by the 
back of the neck and flipped him 
off. Gibson sprung to his feet and 
threw another dropkick, but Morton 
was ready and stepped back just 
enough to cause Gibson to miss. 
Morton went in and executed a 
double-legstretcher on Gibson, who 

(Continued on page 62) 
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yelled out in pain. Morton covered, 
but Gibson kicked out on the count 
of one. 

Morton stayed on the initiative 
and got Gibson up in a perfectly 
executed vertical suplex. When 
they hit the mat, Morton rolled 
over for the cover and got a two- 
count before Gibson lifted his right 
shoulder. Morton pushed the shoul- 
der down, cradled Gibson’s left leg, 
and made a more determined cov- 
er. Gibson barely managed to kick 
out in time. 

As Morton was getting up, Gib- 
son lunged forward with a shoul- 
derblock that sent Rick against the 
ropes. Gibson sprung up and Irish- 
whipped Morton to the opposite 
ropes. As Morton bounced off, Gib- 
son hit him with a dropkick to the 
jaw that sent him flat to the mat. 
Chants of “Ro-bert, Ro-bert” shook 
the arena as Gibson went down for 
the cover. Morton, however, wasn’t 
as bad off as he appeared, and he 
quickly kicked out. Before Morton 
had a chance to get to his feet, 
Gibson kneed him in the lower 
back. As Morton lay flat on his 
face, Gibson further went to work 
on the lower back with three el- 
bowsmashes, then rolled him over 
for the cover. On the two-count, 
Morton lifted his left shoulder off 
the mat and started gasping for air. 
Gibson hoisted him up by the neck 
and completed a superb back su- 
plex. It looked like a finishing 
move, but Morton was close 
enough to the ropes to grab the 
second rope and force the break. 

By now, the crowd was becom- 
ing more evenly split, with Morton 
getting some sympathetic cheers 
that seemed to inspire him. No 
sooner did Young step out of the 
way than Morton lept up and and 
shook Gibson with a devastating 
dropkick. Gibson got up to charge 
in and Morton caught him with an- 
other. Suddenly, the fans were on 
Morton’s side as he executed a 


legdrop on Gibson’s chest. Not con- 
tent with just going for the cover, 
Morton picked up Gibson and exe- 
cuted a fine gut-wrench suplex. 
Morton then surprised everyone by 
trying a figure-four leglock, but Gib- 
son kicked him off, sending Mor- 
ton’s head smashing into the turn- 
buckle. When Morton groggily fell 
to the mat, Gibson followed up with 
a flying headbutt and almost got 
the pin. 

Fans of both men were working 
themselves into a frenzy. It was be- 
ginning to look like neither man 
would gain a clear advantage, even 
though the match was only a few 
minutes old. They were so evenly 
matched that no one would be sur- 
prised if the match went the full 
one-hour allotment. A swing in fan 
support toward either Morton or 
Gibson could make the crucial 
difference. 

At the 12-minute mark, Morton 
once again gained control of the 
match by taking Gibson down with 
a flying headscissors. He held on 
tight, trying to squeeze his partner 
into submission. Gibson swung his 
fist in the air to signify to the crowd 
he wasn’t near ready to give up. 
With a burst of strength, Gibson 
broke the hold and gave several 
elbowsmashes to Morton’s inner 
right thigh. Before Gibson could go 
in for the pin, Morton rolled out of 
the ring for a breather, but acciden- 
tally slipped and split his head open 
on the concrete. 

Instinctively, Gibson jumped out 
of the ring to help his fallen part- 
ner. It was as though he had forgot- 
ten he was wrestling a match with 
him. Tommy Young began the 10- 
count, and the fans started scream- 
ing wildly for both men to get back 
in the ring. But Morton was too 
hurt to respond and Gibson was too 
concerned about him. Young 
reached 10, signaled for the bell, 
and the match was over. A double- 
countout at 12:43. 

As Gibson and a ring attendant 
helped Morton back to the dressing 
room, the fans stood and cheered 


their approval for a match well 
fought. Five minutes later, Gibson 
came back out and thanked every- 
one for their support. He also had a 
big announcement: The Rock 'n' 
Roll Express had patched up their 
differences and would start wres- 
tling again within the week. The 
cheering grew 10 times louder and 
lasted 10 times longer. The most 
explosive tag team in wrestling was 
back in action. 


THE AFTERMATH 


Five days later at The Omni in 
Atlanta, The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 
defeated Rick Rude and Manny Fer- 
nandez in three minutes flat. Fans 
noted that their teamwork and tim- 
ing had never been better. In an 
interview afterward, Morton told 
Rodriguez of Pro Wrestling Illustrat- 
ed that the team’s short breakup 
was a very strange occurrence, 

“It was like | wasn’t myself,” he 
said. “For about a month, all | 
thought about was how great it was 
to be ‘Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar.’ 
1 was being selfish, not thinking 
about the fans or Robert or any- 
body. | apologize to all the fans | 
might have offended. Believe me, 
itll never happen again. Rock ‘n’ 
Roll is here to stay, baby. We're 
gonna be World champions for a 
long, long time.” 

For wrestling fans who appreci- 
ate great technical skill and ring 
savvy, Rick Morton vs. Robert Gib- 
son would be the match to see, a 
welcome respite from the brawling 
that the run-of-the-mill match usual- 
ly degenerates into. But for fans of 
The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, this 
“dream match” would bé anything 
but a dream; it would be a night- 
mare. Hopefully, it will only be pre- 
sented on these pages. But a word 
of warning. Every great tag team in 
history has eventually—for whatev- 
er reason—split up. The day will 
come when The Rock 'n’ Roll Ex- 
press is just a pleasant memory in 
the minds of thousands of adoring 
fans. oO 
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Lauper and | are national co-chairmen 
of fundraising for the foundation. Over 
the past two years, we have raised 
some $10 million to fight this dreaded 
disease that strikes children and adults 
alike. We will not rest until we have 
whipped this ugly disease, uglier than 
The Captain, and that’s pretty ugly. 
PETERS: We all admire the work 
you've done. I'd like to ask you 
about your budding acting career. | 
closely follow the entertainment in- 
dustry, and from what I’ve read and 
heard, you have a lot of potential. 
ALBANO: Not potential, Craig, ability. 
In a very short time | have established 
myself as one of Hollywood's finest. | 
had a big part in the movie Wise 
Guys, | have appeared in several 
Cyndi Lauper videos, I’ve been on 
227, the TV show, and I’m appearing 
in Body Slam, which is another movie. 
And, may | add, I spent a week on 
Hollywood Squares. All the producers 
have recognized my natural, God-giv- 
en talents, which wrestling fans have 
known for years. Now everyone across 
the country and around the world 
knows how great The Captain is. 
RODRIGUEZ: Are than any circum- 
stances under which you might re- 


_ turn to active managing? 
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ALBANO: Although | have no plans 
now, anything is possible. There might 
be a young man out there who is 
saying, “Captain, | am a good wrestler, 
but only you could make me a great 
one. Only you can guide me to the 
top.” Then | might think about coming 
back. 

ROSENBAUM: Would you go some- 
where besides the WWF? 

ALBANO: That is improbable, but not 
impossible. The Captain believes in 
keeping all the doors of opportunity 
open. 

APTER: For the third time in your 
career, the fans have named you 
PWI’s Manager of the Year. What 
does this award mean to you? 
ALBANO: Let me first thank all the 
beautiful fans out there for giving me 
this prestigious award, the most presti- 
gious in all professional sports. Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, daddy, is the 
greatest magazine in the world and | 
am honored and proud and pleased 
that | have been recognized as the 
best manager in the world today. 
You'll notice Bobby Heenan didn’t get 
it. Freddie Blassie didn’t get it. I got it, 
daddy, The Captain himself. Yeah. 
PETERS: Captain, the same fans who 


, voted you this honor are also proba- 


bly very concerned about the future 
of George “The Animal” Steele. 
Since leaving your care, he seems to 
have regressed. He seems lost with- 
out you. 

ALBANO: George Steele was the most 
vicious, the meanest, the toughest 
wrestler in the world before he came 
under my tutelage. | taught the man 
how to function as a normal human 
being. George’s only crime, | believe, 
if you can call it that, was that he was 
misunderstood as a child because he 
had a speech impediment. If the fans 
show him the love and understanding 
that he needs, The Animal will do al- 
right, even without The Captain’s 
guidance. 

RODRIGUEZ: | disagree with Craig 
about Steele. Unfortunately, | don’t 
think the fans care about him any- 
more, especially now that you’re not 
managing him. He doesn’t have 
much of a future in the sport wres- 
tling tag matches with Junkyard Dog 
and biting turnbuckles. 

APTER: Andy's right, Captain. Don’t 
you think George should retire? 
ALBANO;: Willie, that is the most 
cockamamie, most ridiculous thing 
you have ever said. George Steele is 
beloved by fans’ worldwide and | 
would never counsel him to retire. | 
believe the man has 10 good years of 
wrestling ahead of him. 1 am surprised 
you would say such a terrible thing 
about George. 

ROSENBAUM: Let's end this  inter- 
view on an up note. Who would you 
say was the greatest tag team you 
ever managed? 

ALBANO: There were so many fine 
teams, but I believe my greatest com- 
bined effort was The British Bulldogs. 
Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy Smith 
came to me and said, “Captain, we 
have all the moves, but we need your 
managerial genius to put us over the 
top. We believe you are the only one 
who can do it.” It wasn’t long before I 
guided them to the World champion- 
ship. They were the final monument to 
my greatness. O 


TERRY GORDY 


(Continued from page 34) 


Gordy piledrives Williams, a man who 
knows how tough it is to beat the Freebird. 
The longer Gordy holds the belt, the more 
respect he is accorded by his challengers. 


and he can’t outbrawl me, so what’s 
he gonna do?” 

Adams might be overconfident. 
Gordy has an almost 60-pound advan- 
tage and is much stronger. He also has 
the confidence that goes with being a 
champion. Adams is still getting used 
to his new area and might need a few 
matches before he can seriously chal- 
lenge Gordy. 

But Adams does have one thing go- 
ing for him: a healthy lack of respect 
for Gordy. Unlike many other UWF 
stars, Adams has yet to be over- 
whelmed by Gordy and might be will- 
ing to take a few chances that could 
turn a match in his favor. If, however, 
Adams can’t beat Gordy quickly, he 
will soon find out what everybody else 
in the UWF already knows. 

The longer Gordy holds the belt, the 
stronger he gets. And the stronger he 
gets, the more respect he is accorded. 
Respect. The aura that surrounds a 
champion and makes him even harder 
to beat. After 151 days, Terry Gordy is 
looking better than ever. O 
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There are only two weekly and 
one monthly harness racing mag- 
azines distributed in the United 
States, all of which are almost im- 
possible to find at newsstands. 
With the exception of Sports Eye, 
there is rarely harness racing 
news in daily newspapers. During 
most of the year, only one hour a 
week of harness racing is tele- 
vised in the New York-metropoli- 
tan area. There is no national net- 
work contract. In the minds of 
most Americans, harness racing 
barely exists. 

Wrestling fans don’t know how 
lucky they are. Almost everybody 
has heard of WWF World champi- 
on Hulk Hogan. The name is 
practically a household word. But 
how many people have heard of 
John Campbell, a harness driver 
who accumulated over $6 million 
in purse money last year? Or 
Niatross, arguably the greatest 
horse to ever strap on hopples? 

|, for one, don’t want to hear it 
anymore. Next time you have a 
complaint about the lack of wres- 
tling coverage, send your letters 
to Jay Bergman. I’m sure he'll 
have an answer for you. 

Wrestling fans are an amazing 
breed. They're excitable, fanatical, 
intensely loyal, and are apt to go 
absolutely crazy when they get 
near one of their favorites. When | 
go to a wrestling card, | usually 
spend most of the time watching 
the crowd instead of the action in 
the ring. 

Wrestling fans, for the most 
part, are more interesting than 
wrestling itself. 

Back in early August, my friend 
Ed joined me on a trip to.Philadel- 
phia to cover a show at The Civic 
Center. Associate Editor Craig Pe- 
ters was there to do most of the 
photo work and brought along his 
wife, Barbara. Craig spent most of 


the evening doing studio shots of 
the wrestlers and | was dis- 
patched to ringside to shoot the 
matches. 

The main event featured then- 
NWA World tag team champions 
The Midnight Express against The 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express in a best-of- 
three-falls match. This was the fi- 
nal bout of the evening, and when 
Rick Morton and Robert Gibson 
won the third fall for the title, the 
near-capacity crowd exited in a 
frenzy. 

There was still plenty of electric- 
ity in the air some 20 minutes 
later when Craig finished packing 
up the photo equipment and we 
got ready to leave. Ed and | 
planned to drive back that eve- 
ning to his home in New Jersey. 
Craig and Barbara planned to 
spend the night in a nearby hotel 
before heading back to New York, 
They were still waiting for their 
ride when Ed and | said goodbye 
and headed out for the parking 
lot. 

We noticed that there were 
hundreds of fans waiting outside 
of The Civic Center, hoping to get 
a close-up look at the wrestlers, 
preferably Morton or Gibson. 
Then the garage door at the rear 
of The Civic Center opened and a 
beautiful, white stretch limousine 
started to pull out. 

The fans went nuts. Hundreds 
of them headed for the limo, figur- 
ing that The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press were inside. They screamed 
wildly, stuck their faces up to the 
windows, and beat wildly on the 
hood. Ed and | stopped by my car 
and looked on in amusement. 
What a scene! What nuts! What 
devotion! 

The limo edged on. The crowd 
edged on. The limo passed by 
where we were standing. | caught 


a glimpse inside. The Rock ’n’’ 


Roll Express? Well, they do like 
rock ’n’ roll! 

lt was Craig and Barbara. | 
didn’t know they had such a 
following. [J 
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first started, and little by little, there 
was more and more wrestling on TV. 
Pretty soon, everybody was staying 
home and the sport just died. I think 
that from a fans’ standpoint, you have 
an obligation to attend the matches 
once in a while, just to kind of support 
the sport.” 


Lester Moremann, Cincinnati, OH: “Tf 
you’re a real sports fan, and I mean a 


real sports fan, I don’t see how you 
can get enough of watching the finest 
athletes in the world doing their thing. 
Hogan, Flair, Nikita Koloff, Scott 
Hall, | mean all these guys are great 
athletes. And if anything, seeing them 
on television makes me want to go see 
them live even more. There’s some- 
thing about seeing the wrestlers on TV 
and then seeing them in person.” 


Muffy White, West Palm Beach, FL: 
“Boy, we get a lot of wrestling on 
television down here and | must admit, 
] get a little bored with it after a while. 
Don’t these wrestling people under- 
stand that they’re beating us over the 
head with all this television? Now the 
quality is slipping noticeably because 
these guys wrestle so many matches, 
they’re tired and probably bored, too. 
Wrestling used to be a great sport but 
I haven’t been to a match in six 
months and TV is the reason.” 


Tony Gale, Detroit, MI: “Ya know, 
man, there be a lot of us out there 
who can’t afford to. spend all that 
money for tickets so the only way we 
be getting to see wrestling is on TV. 
Man, I have a family of five to feed 
and we’re all wrestling fans so maybe 
we get to the matches once a year. 
That ain’t a lot, so we all sit around 
the telebision whenever wrestling is on 
and yell our damn heads off. It be the 
deff.”” 


Lisa Williams, Shrewsbury, MA: “‘I 
don’t know about anybody else, but I 
just can’t get enough of Hulk Hogan 
and Randy Savage and Paul Orndorff 


Jose 
Luis Rivera while leaping off the top rope. 
The ‘‘Macho Man” has become a superstar 
due mainly to the WWF's wide television 
coverage. 


Randy Savage avoids a punch from 


and all those gorgeous guys in the 
WWF. I’m not much of a wrestling 
fan, but I’m a big fan of men, big, 
gorgeous, hulking men with gigantic 
muscles. They can just keep on show- 
ing these guys on TV 24 hours a day 
and it still wouldn’t be enough! Ooh 
baby! I’m getting excited just thinking 
about it!”’ 


Rich Lewis, Spokane, WA: ‘‘There’s 
not enough. Up here, people’s idea of 
wrestling is the Pacific Northwest Fed- 
eration but that certainly isn’t my idea. 
So if there wasn’t wrestling on televi- 
sion, I’d have to put up with the PNW 
almost exclusively. Fortunately, I get to 
see some of the other areas and I'll tell 
you, sometimes I get excited enough 
that I'll actually go to the PNW 
shows, just to see wrestling live.” [1 
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enough. In the February 1987 
Sports Review Wrestling, ‘‘The 
Inquiring Reporter’ (page 18) 
asked fans to answer that very 
question. Their various answers 
will no doubt spark a lively discus- 
sion among your own circle of 
friends. 

In Craig Peters’ ‘‘On The 
Road”’ (page 20), from the April 
1987 Inside Wrestling, wrestling 
fans were introduced to a unique 
woman in wrestling. Not a valet, 
not a manager, she’s Miss 


Olivia—the woman who makes 
many of the flamboyant ring robes 
worn by your favorite stars. 

Our interview section this issue 
begins with a very special “Q & 
A”’ (page 22) with a very special 
Jimmy 


AWA star: “Superfly” 


Jimmy Snuka slugs Col. DeBeers with a dia- 
mond miner’s glove. DeBeers’ views on 
race relations have angered Snuka. 
Snuka. First printed in the March 
1987 edition of The Wrestler, this 
interview allows Snuka the oppor- 
tunity to express some of the ha- 
tred and bitterness he harbors for 
a man by the name of Col. 
DeBeers. 

We continue with a remarkable 
“Interview 87” with Kerry Von 
Erich (page 26). First seen in the 
Spring issue of Wrestling 87, this 
incredible piece centers around 


If any wrestler has the determination to re- 
turn to the ring after a bad accident, it is 
Kerry Von Erich. 


Kerry’s recovery from a_ horren- 
dous motorcycle crash, and the 
mental and physical determination 
needed to perform a virtual mir- 
acle—a return to the wrestling 
ring. 

Our third interview, from the 
May 1987 Pro Wrestling Illustrat- 
ed, is with a true legend of the 
sport, perhaps the greatest man- 
ager ever. Our “‘Press Confer- 
ence” with Capt. Lou Albano 
(page 30) lets wrestling’s ‘‘Guid- 
ing Light” explain why he decided 
to retire, and informs us all on 
what he plans to do with himself 
in the months and years to come. 

In the February 1987 edition of 
The Wrestler, we printed a story 
entitled, “How Terry Gordy Is 
Winning His Battle For Re- 
spect” (page 32). A great deal of 
that respect was coming as the 
direct result of Gordy’s UWF title 
reign. Now that Gordy no longer 
has the belt (One Man Gang is 
the champion as of press time), 
his battle for respect is becoming 
that much tougher. 

Kevin Von Erich is a man who 
has never really had to worry 

(Continued on page 70) 
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST-SELLING 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


Now you can join the ranks of wrestling’s greatest superstars and be featured on the 
cover of wrestling’s largest-selling magazine, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


And it’s easy—you don’t have to spend 10 
years as a professional wrestler. . . you don’t _ 
have to become engaged in one of wrestling’s 
toughest feuds . . . you don’t even have to win 
the NWA or AWA World titles! 


All you've got to do is have a sharp, in-focus 
color photo of yourself. Any size will do, but it 
must be a clear, color photo 


FOTOZINES will take your photo and place you 
on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. It’s that 
easy. And the result is a beautiful, heavy - 
laminated cover enclosed in a highest-quality; ~~ 
lucite frame suitable for hanging on the wall of; 

your room or office lige rm 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus the lucite frame. And 
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It's the perfect present for the wrestling fan on 
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Order yours today! 
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FOTOZINES/Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
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FOTOZINE cover plus a special lucite frame. | have enclosed a check or money order 
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about respect from the fans. And 


‘in the April 1987 issue of The 


Wrestler, we printed “‘Kevin Von 
Erich’s Message To His Fans: 
‘’m A Champion You Can Be 
Proud Of!’ ” (page 35). But 
whether Kevin has the World 
Class heavyweight belt or not, he 
is one man that Texas will always 
be proud of. 

There’s a war right now, a war 
between Barry Windham and Ric 
Flair, and the NWA World title is 
hanging in the balance. Taking 
place in the World Championship 
area, this war is receiving atten- 
tion from coast to coast by virtue 
of its exposure over SuperStation 
WTBS in Atlanta. As we reported 
in the April 1987 Inside Wrestling, 
this war is certainly a case of 


Barry Windham and Ric Flair have stretched 
their abilities to the limit in many matches. 


“Barry Windham—Stampeding 
Back To The National Spot- 
light!”’ (page 38). 

In addition to the Windham-Flair 
war, there’s another major devel- 
opment in the World Champion- 
ship area that has captured the 
attention of fans from coast to 
coast. The union of ‘Dusty 


Dusty Rhodes and Nikita Koloff clear the ring of their enemies. This “Superpower Summit” 


ne 
* 


has excited their fans and frightened their opponents. 


Rhodes & Nikita Koloff—Super- 
power Summit!’’ (page 40), ex- 
amined in the April 1987 Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, has resulted 
in a tag team that’s thrilled and 
excited fans from the Carolinas to 
California, and dozens of states in 
between. 

She’s beautiful, she’s smart, 
and she helps guide the career of 
“Macho Man’ Randy Savage. 
But there’s still more to her than 
that, as shown by a story in the 
Spring 1987 Wrestling Superstars. 
Turn to page 47 and learn ‘“‘Why 
Elizabeth Is Wrestling’s Top 
Manager.” 


am. TESS 
Steve Williams clotheslines UWF champion One Man Gang. “Dr. Death” is quickly closing 


We spoke earlier about Terry 
Gordy winning his battle for re- 
spect and how he’s looking to re- 
gain the UWF title. Well, he’ll 
have plenty of people to contend 
with, including “Dr. Death,” be- 
cause its “First And Goal— 
Steve Williams Closes In On 
The UWF Title!’’ (page 50). 
When we printed this story in the 
March 1987 Sports Review Wres- 
tling, we received hundreds of let- 
ters claiming that Williams will be 
UWF champ by the time July 4 
rolls around; we'll see. 

If Gordy and Williams are on an 

(Continued on page 72) 


we 


in on Gang’s title. Williams has been a top contender to the belt for months, but the big 


prize continues to elude him. 
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INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 71) 


Hacksaw Duggan’s frustration over not win- 
ning the UWF title may have contributed to 
his departure from the area. 
upswing in the UWF, one serious 
downswing in that area was the 
recent departure of Hacksaw Dug- 
gan in favor of the WWF. Perhaps 
part of the reason for his depar- 
ture was explained in the April 
1987 Inside Wrestling story, “Uni- 
versal Wrestling Frustration: 
Why Hacksaw Duggan Can’t 
Win The Big Ones”’ (page 53). 
Our final feature this issue 
comes from the AWA area, where 
fans were delighted to witness 
“An Unexpected Classic: Curt 
Hennig Gives Nick Bockwinkel 


Curt Hennig locks a sleeperhold on AWA 
World champion Nick Bockwinkel. Their title 
matches are thrilling. 


The Match Of His Life!’’ (page 
56). We covered the match in the 
April 1987 edition of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling, and received 
many requests from AWA fans to 
run it again—here it is! 

Our color pinups this month 
feature, from the World Class 
area, Kevin Von Erich vs. Al 
Madril; from the World Champion- 
ship area, Rick Morton vs. Ivan 
Koloff; from the UWF, Steve Wil- 


Kamala has terrorized the WWF with his 
size, maneuverability, and savagery. Just 
ask his opponents. 


liams vs. One Man Gang; and 
from the WWF we present Jake 
Roberts vs. Kamala. 

Of course we’ve got our usual 
up-to-date ‘‘Ratings Analysis” 
(page 81) and an all-new and 
newly improved ‘‘Official Wres- 
tling Ratings” (page 82), plus 
two pages of your letters in 
“Dateline: USA” (page 84). 

It all adds up to a hefty 88-page 
package that should provide you 
with many hours of enjoyment. 
And we'll be back in another 
three months with the Fall 1987 
edition of Wrestling USA, featur- 
ing “‘wrestling’s best from coast to 
coast.” 

Until then—happy reading! 0 
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BOCKWINKEL-HENNIG 


(Continued from page 56) 


and, after all, this was what he asked 
for. 

The match began as might be ex- 

pected, with the two outstanding ring 
tacticians sizing each other up. Bock- 
winkel felt that he could take care of 
Hennig quickly and was looking for 
the slightest opening, one that a rela- 
tively inexperienced wrestler might 
carelessly leave. 
* During the opening minutes of ac- 
tion, there was a strange feeling in the 
arena. Fans weren’t exactly sure who 
to root for: Bockwinkel has an unpre- 
dictable personality and, despite his sci- 
entific style, is still hated by many 
fans, but Hennig had hit Greg 
Gagne—and the Gagne name has plen- 
ty of clout in Minnesota. 

But approximately 10 minutes into 
the match, the fans sided with Hennig. 
Digging deep into his scientific reper- 
Tie, mM §©toire, Hennig took control and had 
Bockwinkel on his heels. Hennig had a 
couple of chances for a pin, but came 
up short. Finally, realizing that he was 


In a great match, each competitor has his ups and downs. Hennig strains to get the 
advantage on Bockwinkel (above). He twists the champion’s arm (below left), but Bockwink- 
el counters with a sleeper (below right). It is evident that Bockwinkel did not prepare for 
this match as well as he should have. On the other hand, Hennig was thoroughly primed 


for the challenge. 


as a rulebreaker. 

So a contract was drawn up and the 
match was scheduled for Christmas 
Night. Bockwinkel, a 29-year veteran 
of the sport, showed little concern be- 
fore the match. Poised and confident, 
Bockwinkel didn’t appear to think 
much of his challenger. Like many 
other experts, Bockwinkel felt that he 
was getting a late Christmas present 


74 


s 
> 


from the AWA, an easy title defense 
against a semi-contender. And, yes, 
Bockwinkel got the proverbial rock. 


He was, in fact, overconfident. 
Hennig, on the other hand, diligently 
prepared for weeks before the match 
and pronounced himself in the best 
physical shape of his life. Hennig also 
had himself together mentally. He had 
nothing to lose, everything to gain, 


in deep trouble, Bockwinkel regained 
his composure and the two men en- 
gaged in a classic mat duel. 

The match deserved a clear-cut win- 
ner. There should have been a pin. It 
didn’t happen. Both wrestlers were 
weary when Bockwinkel tried for a 
piledriver. Hennig, trying to reverse the 
momentum, came up and accidentally 
tossed Bockwinkel over the ropes, The 
referee disqualified Hennig, and Bock- 
winkel breathed a sigh of relief as he 
left the ring. 

St. Paul fans, among the most intel- 
ligent in the world, knew what they 
had seen. They responded with a huge ° 
ovation for Hennig, who had to crack 
a slight smile because he knew what he 
had done. Hennig didn’t win, but pro- 
moters will certainly pressure Bock- 
winkel into granting him more title 
shots. 

That, indeed, is a Christmas present 
that could last the whole year long. 
Nick Bockwinkel could be in 
trouble. ee] 
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September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 

vin, Ladd, Rhodes, 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 

Spoiler, Brisco. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 

Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

June 1980/Graham, Patera, Rhodes, 

Lawler, Zbyszko. 

July 1980/Bruno-Graham, Samoans, 

Star Wars 1980, 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling II, 

Super D. 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 

Thornton, Keirn, 

March 1981/SPECIAL EDITION—Re- 

sults of 1980 Fan Awards Poll 

April 1981/Atlas, Flair, Moondogs, 
restling Il. 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 

Slater, Piper. 

August 1981/Freebirds, Mascaras, 

Wrestling Il, Brisco. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 

Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog, 

October 1981/Rich-Race, Hogan-Han- 

sen, Moondogs, Freebirds, Putski-Koloff. 

November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 

Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 

December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 

Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 

Steele, Flair, Hayes. 

April Gest Bite Idol-Hayes, Mo- 

rales, Super D, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 

star, Dillon, Wrestling Il. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 

Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 

July 1982/Steamboat-idol, Albano, 

Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 

Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 

October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 

Kabuki, Von Erich, 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 

Von Erich, Mascaras. 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 

Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 

January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 

tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
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February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler, 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 
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February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
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April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
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June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag Bard 
August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
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no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 


October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
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Februai 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 
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Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
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Slaughter, Parade of Champions Ih, 
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Orndorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 
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BARRY WINDHAM 
(Continued from page 39) 


Povcen aT / : 


Windham grabs Ivan Koloff in a full-nelson (above left) and flips him over (above right). 
After years of defending various singles and tag team titles, the popular Sweetwater, Texas, 
native believes he is ready for anything Flair can dish out. This may finally be Windham’s 


year to go all the way. 


out of trouble in several instances, 
the first when Khrushchev 
whipped him into the ropes for a 
Russian sickle. Windham ducked 
and came back with a_ lariat. 
Windham then went for the pin, 
but Koloff came into the ring, fol- 
lowed by Garvin, and a four-way 
brawl ensued. While referee Earl 
Hebner was busy getting Garvin 
out of the ring, Khrushchev 
dumped Windham over the ropes. 
Krusher went to the corner for his 
chain, then went after Windham 
on the ring apron. Barry, seeming- 
ly out of it, sprung himself over 


‘the ropes and stunned Khru- 


shchev with a match-ending sun- 
set flip. 

The fans were as stunned as 
the former champions. This was a 
different Barry Windham they 
were seeing, certainly much differ- 
ent from the man who used to get 
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frustrated whenever he got into a 
difficult situation. This time Wind- 
ham was calm, cool, and contin- 
ued to map out his game plan, 
even while in danger of getting 
pinned. Three years had done a 
lot for Windham and the fans 
knew it. 

Of course, a lot has happened 
to Windham since 1983. After he 
and Mike Rotundo twice won the 
U.S. (Florida) tag team champion- 
ship, the pair wrestled briefly in 
the Mid-Atlantic before moving to 
the WWF. Windham and Rotundo 
achieved tremendous success in 
the WWF, winning the WWF 
World tag team championship on 
two occasions. Eventually, though, 
Windham got homesick and sick 
of the WWF and returned to Flori- 
da. Barry engaged in a massive 
feud with super rookie Lex Luger 
before the two became close 


friends. Together, they expended 
much energy mapping out a plan 
to defeat Flair. 

“It’s really what I’m here for,” 
says Windham. ‘I can’t expect to 
just step in and get title shots, 
since the line to get at Flair is 
pretty long, but | know that it'll 
soon be my turn and when it is, 
Flair will see a different wrestler. 
I've wrestled him in the past few 
years, but nothing like | did back 
in the early ’80s. He’s in for a big 
surprise.” 

Despite Windham’s desire to go 
after Flair, many experts doubt 
whether he will remain in the 
World Championship area. Re- 
member, Windham is a former 
Florida and Southern champion. 
He is Texas-bred and raised, but 
his ties to the Sunshine State are 
very strong. His brother Kendall is 
still in Florida. Windham is idol- 
ized by the Florida fans and might 
have been the most popular wres- 
tler in the state. 

In the World Championship re- 
gion, he’ll have to compete with 
Dusty Rhodes, Rick Morton, Rob- 
ert Gibson, and even the injured 
Magnum T.A. for the fans’ affec- 
tions. Windham knows this. Just 
before he left Florida, Windham 
made his feelings known. ‘Don’t 
Expect Me To Be Another Mag- 
num T.A.” he said in the March 
1987 issue of The Wrestler. 

“| think the fans are ready to 
accept that now,” says Windham. 
“They know who | am and they 
know what I’m capable of doing. 
I’m here to wrestle and give my 
best. The fans know that when 
they see me, they’re seeing a 
wrestler who always gives 100 
percent. Winning the tag belt so 
quickly made a big difference. It 
took a lot of the pressure off. Now 
I'm ready for Flair. Bring him on!” 

It’s 1987. Barry Windham is 
ready for anything! O 


duly 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: The 
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Patera, Flair. 
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August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 

December 1982/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Hulk Hogan, Yon Erich, Orn- 
dorff, Albano, 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

duly 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 
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October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
April 1984/COLOR PINUP; Rocky 
Johnson. Ric Flair, Hogan, Andre, 
Bundy. 

May 1984/COLOR PINUP: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Hulk Hogan, Road War- 
riors, Fabulous Ones, Flair, Rotundo, 


June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Patera, Hogan. 


JULY 1984 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


Ted DiBiase, Wrestling I, Magnum T.A., 
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November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mai 


num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 


Ellering. 


April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 
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JUNE 1985 


June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 

July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel, 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Omdorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
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February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 

Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 

tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 

a 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 

Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 
ae ome les nea Von 
rich, Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. ae 
July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors, 
August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson, 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds, Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth, UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 

April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
Freebirds, Hall, 
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WEAK in MATH? 


New Short Cut Math Skills in Only Weeks 
—10 minutes a day .. . for Higher Pay Jobs 
1 ] with the Easy-To-Learn 
BONUS! Pocket Self Teaching Method 


“Math-Wizard” 4 


Get the Right Answers ina ex) 
Flash Without Paper or Pencil! 
Instant answers convert 
fractions into decimals, 
percentages and Eeese 
Plus other tough math pro:} ang iiiustrated. Learn theory 
blems solved in a jiffy! and practice from “scratch”, 
One volume contains all “brush-up’, or reference. 
subjects—arithmetic, alge) Summary makes review 
bra, geometry, trigonometry easy. Track your progress. 
through calculus. Tackle Catch errors instantly, Pass 
any math problem even if civil service and job tests. A 
you never finished high must forall office, sales, in- 
school. Basic and advanced dustrial jobs, home finances. 
math taught in terms of Send $9.95 plus 95¢ for 
everyday experience. Clear shipping 30 day Money 
ly presented step-by-step Back Guarantee 

VALCO* Dept 383+ Box 2012, New Rochelle, N.Y,10802 
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Choice of styles in jewelers’ Finishes! 
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he SELF TeacweR 
y ase ; 


eoweres 


No. 200 
silver or gold 
finish 


CHOICE OF 
8 TITLES 


+ Deputy Sheriff 


2 FOR $8.50 


OFFICIAL 
HARDWOOD 


NIGHT STICK 


22 inches long with 
41-inch genuine leather thong 


$5 

2FOR $11.00 
- No. 201 in silver or gold 
finish. Size 256"x 2'/s"” 


Badgeholder in 
genuine leather 
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After a match with Hulk Hogan, Savage 


public, tolerates the mistreatment be- 
fore the cameras because she knows 
that they are only. words. Money talks, 
words are cheap. 

“Elizabeth is not about to let some 
excess in pride or misguided feminism 
interfere with what she’s got. She 
knows she’s created a gold mine. So 
does Savage and he’s not about to let 
her go.” 

If his dependence upon Elizabeth 
bothers him, Savage is not letting on. 
He still slaps her around in public, 
screams at her for looking at other 
men, and refuses to let her out of his 
sight for more than minutes at a time. 
The constant mistreatment has led 
Elizabeth to call Savage ‘‘the meanest 
man in the world,’ but undoubtedly 
her roots are sunk. 


DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, Inc. Dept. 24M 
PO. BOX 754, pompene Beach, FL 33061 
jease send the fo! ing: 
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tries to claim the World t 
though she knows he’s not the champion—straps it on. Since Elizabeth became his 
manager, Savage’s career has taken off dramatically. 


ELIZABETH 


(Continued from page 49) 


- 


itle belt, and Elizabeth— 


For a woman of Elizabeth’s beauty 
and acumen, Randy Savage is the ulti- 
mate challenge. Like a jungle zoo ex- 
hibit, Savage requires deft handling, 
proper attention, and a careful amount 
of discipline. Why does Elizabeth—a 
summa cum laude graduate of one of 
the top business schools in the coun- 
try—tolerate his violent chauvinism? 
Why is her cleavage and not her brains 
on constant public display? Because a 
smart businesswoman, which Elizabeth 
certainly is, understands where the 
money is. 

Without Macho Man Randy Savage, 
Elizabeth is just another pretty, unem- 
ployed brain. As part of the team, she 
is Miss Elizabeth, half of one of wres- 
tling’s most potent box office 
combinations. a 


An Impossible Dream? 


WE SAY AN EMPHATIC NO—A 


Now You Can Replace 


Fat with Muscle... 


Have an “Iron Slab” 
Stomach... Actually 
SEE Improvement 


Every Day! 


wen 


It’s Easy 
And We'll Prove It To You 
FREE! 


You may have thought you'd have to “pump 
iton” six hours a day to be able to enjoy the kind 
of muscular build other men envy and girls love 
Not so! Now a revolutionary new method, 
“3 Easy Muscle-Building Sessions a Week,” adds 
inches to your arms, strength to your back and 
legs, and that gorgeous muscle-ripple to your 
stomach — literally in front of your own eyes. 


Days, Not Months! 


Your mirror won't lie to you, Within a week your 
friends will see a change. When you put on a 
T-shirt they, and you, will wonder where all 

the muscles came from. Your build will taper 
from shoulders to waist the way you've always 
dreamed it might. 

And you don't have to sweat away in a gym 
or on a bunch of creaking machines. You'll build 
strength and power in the privacy of your 
own bedroom, 


Try This Quick Test 


Grab the “love handles” at your beltline. If you 
have more than an inch of flab at the waist, read 
this next paragraph very carefully: 

If you really want to get rid of that flab and 
have a trim, rock-hard belly, you can do it 
Absolutely. That goes for arms and legs too. 


“I'm Too Fat.” 
“I'm Too Skinny.” 


There's no such thing as a man’s body that can’t be 
built up. 
You can be fat as a tub or skinny asa stick 
So what? You're making a fresh, new start. In days 
you'll look at your mirror in triumph, not chagrin. 
Most men don’t want to look as though they 
spend all day in the gym. They aren't entering a 
“Mr. Universe” contest. 


No, what they want is to look good in a 
bathing suit. They want to have the “V” from 
shoulders to waist. They want to have that lean, 
healthy, muscular look women love They want 
to feel strong, They want to surge with vigor. 

And there's no reason they can’t. There's no 
reason you can't. 

Oh, correction, there might be one reason 
If you don't bother to find out 


“What Does It Cost?” 


It doesn't cost you a cent to get all the facts, plus 
remarkable reports crammed with good stuff 
and photos! 


All we want you to do right now is get all the 


facts in front of you. And we won't charge you 


anything to find out. A big, very informative pile 


of information is yours FREE, 


You can go as far as you like. You're the boss in 
this wonderfully easy way to look and feel great. 


IS THIS FOR REAL? 


Time and again we hear: "Come on, | 
won't be able to see bodybuilding results 
in one week.” 

Oh, yes, you will, This ad cost money, 
and sending you the information costs 
money. You can bet we wouldn't make a 
claim we can’t keep, in print 

The difference between this and any 
Course” or “Regimen” you may have 
seen before is one you'll spot as soon as 
your free fact-packed bundle comes in 
the mail 

If you're interested, send for it. You 
have nothing to lose 


ND SO WILL YOU! 


PACKET OF INFORMATION. 
NO COST OR OBLIGATION 


Here’s What to Do, 
Right Now: 


Put your name and address on the coupon and 
mail it. 

Because this program is effective in days, 
every day you delay can cost you happiness and 
good looks. 

Your only investment is a postage stamp. Take 
another look in the mirror, This literally can change 
your life. Isn't your body worth one stamp? 


COUPON BRINGS YOU 
A BIG, ILLUSTRATED 


So i ee ee 


Okay, I'm willing to look ot your 
packet of information. Rush it to me 
no obligation, of course 


Nome 


Address 


City 


State Zip 


Universal Bodybuilding, Dept. 27 


Lock Box 6694 » Detrait, Mi 48240 ] 
ee see 


If coupon is missing, write direct lo: 
Universal Bodybuilding, Dept, 27 
Lock Box 6694 * Detroit, MI 48230 
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RICK STEAMBOAT is at war with wy we 


RANDY SAVAGE—and even a match at RODDY PIPER says he’s retiring after 
WrestleMania III won’t end his match against ADRIAN ADONIS at 
the brutal feud! WrestleMania I1I—but how long will it 


be before he returns? 


PRECIOUS tells her own story: “How I 


brought JIM & RONNIE GARVIN a bs | 
together again!” eee ; 
PLUS... NIKITA KOLOFF has a mission: 
A full-color centerfold featuring Saddie THE FOUR HORSEMEN 
THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS... Are and trample LEX LUGER! 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN protecting PLUS... 
RIC FLAIR from LEX LUGER? ... Why CHRIS ADAMS and 
PWSpecial Analysis: STING must tell TERRY TAYLOR are their own worst 
EDDIE GILBERT to buzz off!... An enemies... Can SCOTT HALL tame 
exclusive “Press Conference” with Florida’s beastie boys? . . . A dynamic 
HACKSAW DUGGAN ... New feature: ‘“Hotseat” interview with BRUISER 
“The PWIPoll”.. . The return of BRODY .. . DUSTY RHODES and DICK 
“Scouting Reports” MURDOCH face off—‘“‘One on One” 
Allthis and much more... Allthis and much more .. . 
in the July 1987 issue of in the June 1987 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. Itis 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


There'll be some changes made: You've probably already noticed 
the new look on our ratings pages. We've made a few modifications 
and have shuffled some things around. Here’s what we did: 

A special designation for the top champion in each area has been 
added. So in the UWF, for example, we rate the UWF champion 
plus the top 10 contenders in that area. Similar champion designa- 
tions have been made for the World Championship, World Class, 
Florida, Mid-Southern, and Continental areas. Basically, the champi- 
on who had previously been rated number one in his area has now 
been given a champion’s listing, and the man who otherwise would 
have been rated number 11 (and hence, not fitting in to the old 
format) is now rated number 10 behind that champion. 

As a result, the automatic champi- 
ons’ ratings, beyond the new and 
separate champion listings, are: U.S. 
champion (number one in the NWA), 
Intercontinental champion (number 
one in the WWA), Texas champion 
(number one in World Class), Florida 
champion (number one in Florida), 
Mid-Southern International champion 
(number one in the Mid-Southern 
i area), and Southeast champion (num- 
WY, | ber one in the Continental area), 

We've also shuffled categories 

around a little bit. The Most Popular 

and Most Hated categories are now listed alongside the Top 10 

singles and tag teams. The UWF area has been moved down to the 

area alongside NWA, AWA, and WWF, and the remaining categories 
occupy the balance of the right hand page. 

Plus, there's been another addition: In the Most Popular and Most 
Hated categories, we've included a line of information telling you 
where that particular wrestler rated in those categories the previous 
month. So, like a record on the Billboard charts, you can chart the 
movement of a particular wrestler’s level of popularity or fan hatred. 

We've worked long and hard to’keep our ratings the best that any 
wrestling magazine has to offer. We hope that these recent changes 
are another step in the direction of improvement, and we'd like to 
know what you think about them. 


Danny Davis 


Into the Most Hated rankings—finally! For months we have been 
receiving letters on Danny Davis, and if we had allowed referees to 
be ranked in our Most Hated ratings, he certainly would have been 
number one. 

Now, Davis: has forsaken the striped shirt in favor of a pair of 
trunks, and is regarded as a full-time wrestler. So he can be consid- 
ered for rating in out Most Hated category. 

And Davis is not number one? 

No, and the reason for this is because a lot of the “| hate Davis’ 
sentiment is still coming as a direct result of his refereeing duties in 


the British Bulldogs-Hart Foundation title bout that. saw Brett Hart 
and Jim Neidhart capture the WWF tag team belts. 

That sentiment has spilled over into Davis’ wrestling activities, 
and—quite frankly—Davis is as sneaky a wrestler as he was a refer- 
ee. The reaction to Davis as a wrestler is beginning to pour in, 
hence his consideration for Most Hated ranking. 

Seeing that Davis has debuted in the number six spot (with a 
bullet), he may be closing in on number one before long! 


Regarding contenders: A large portion of the correspondents writ- 
ing to “Ratings Analysis” want to know why contenders are so often 
rated above champions in the Top 10 singles and tag team ratings. 

Remember: The rankings in these two categories are determined 
solely by the editorial staff of the magazine. lf the editorial staff feels 
that, according to the criteria (including won-ost records, quality of 
Opposition, and inherent skill), the number one challenger to a title 
is a better wrestler than the champion himself, that’s going to be 
reflected in the ratings, 

Which is why, for example, The Midnight Rockers were regularly 
rated ahead of Buddy Rose and Doug Somers, even before they 
captured Rose and Somers’ AWA World tag team title. 

For the same reason, a number three or number four contender 
for a particular title can be ranked above a number one contender, 
or the champion himself, if the editorial board feels that the particu- 
lar contender is a significantly better wrestler than the champion. 

And that's what makes the Top 10 and Tag Team categories as 
popular as our mail indicates that they are, 

Popular—and argument-provoking! 


Speaking of popularity ... Look who's cracked into the top 10 in 
the Most Popular ratings: Jake “The Snake” Roberts! 

Following an attack on Jake by The Honky Tonk Man during a 
“Snake Pit” segment (Jake was hit over the head by Honky Tonk’s 
guitar), fans have been cheering Jake more strongly than ever. 

It seems that Jake, sometimes despicable, is nevertheless the kind 
of a man fans love to cheer, no matter how bad he acts. When 
Roberts was in the Mid-South (now UWF) area, fans cheered him 
wildly, even though he was squaring off against the area’s most 
loved grapplers. And when Jake donned a T-shirt that bore the 
sentiment “DDT—Cruel But Fair,” Mid-South fans agreed en masse, 
though at that time, Roberts never cracked the Top 10 in the Most 
Popular category. 

And now, Roberts is cheered again—so much so, that he's 
debuted this issue in the Most Popular ratings at the number seven 
spot. 


The address for mail: We always want to know what you think 
about our ratings system and about “Ratings Analysis.” Send all 
ratings-related mail to: “Ratings Analysis" do Wrestling USA, Box 48, 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571. Oo 


243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
2—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
4—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
5—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 
6—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 
7—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
226, Marietta, GA 
8—DICK MURDOCH 
270, Waxahachie, TX 
9—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 
10—ED GANTNER 
269, Tampa, FL 
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World Champion: 
NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 
1—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
2—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—COL. DeBEERS 
265, Cape Town, South Africa 
4—JIMMY SNUKA 
251, Fiji Islands 
5—RAY STEVENS 
243, San Francisco, CA 
6—AUSTIN IDOL 
240, Las Vegas, NV 
7—KEVIN KELLY 
271, Oakland, CA 
8—LEON WHITE 
375, Denver, CO 
9—SUPER NINJA 
263, Japan 
10—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 


TOP10 TAG TEAMS 
RICFLAIR — it ROAD WARRIORS 
NWA World champion 7 contenders to NWA tag team title 
HULK HOGAN omer HART & JIM NEIDHART 
302, Venice Beach, CA Combined iteet a pounds 
WWF World cha im cha 
RANDY SAVAGE gyi Y FERNANDEZ & RICK RUDE 
aroe ela Combined bp? 487 pounds 
ee naatel champion orld tag team 
NIKITA KOLOFF THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
275, Moscow, Russia Combined weight: 461 pounds 
US. heavyweight champion AWA World tag team champions 
RICK STEAMBOAT Sern MARTEL & TOM ZENK 
238, Honolulu, HI Combined weight: 473 pounds 
No. 1 contender: LC title Pe TOT to WWE WWF tag team title 
BARRY WINDHAM THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
236, Sweetwater, TX sell iglath weight: Sy 
No. 2 contender: NWA World title AWA tag team title 
NICK BOCKWINKEL 7 BARRY ay WINDHAM & RONNIE GARVIN 
245, Beverly Hills, CA cage! J Wolo 467 pounds 
AWA World champion rr champions 
KEVIN VON ERICH gre TAYLOR & CHRIS ADAMS 
239, Denton, TX Combined wea 455 pounds 
World Class chai m champions 
LEX LUGER gi MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
268, Chicago, IL Combined weight: fakecte 
No. 1 contender: U.S. title eateitare team title 


1 STEVE WILLIAMS 1 ox ADIAS & AL MADRIL 


Combined oe 473 pounds 


Class tag team champions 


WWF UWF 

World Champion: UWF Champion: 
HULK HOGAN ONE MAN GANG 
302, Venice Beach, CA 468, Chicago, IL 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 

2—ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 


3—RICK STEAMBOAT ~ 
238, Honolulu, HI 


1—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Norman, OK 

2—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


3—TERRY GORDY 
289, Chattanooga, TN 


4—JAKE ROBERTS 4—TED DiBIASE 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 247, Omaha, NB 
5—RODDY PIPER 5—STING 


231, Glasgow, Scotland 
6—ADRIAN ADONIS 

312, New York, NY 
7—HERCULES HERNANDEZ 


270, parts unknown 
6—MICHAEL HAYES 

255, Marietta, GA 
7—SAM HOUSTON 


275, Tampa, FL 218, Waco, TX 
8—BILLY JACK HAYNES 8—RICK STEINER 

245, Portland, OR 248, Detroit, MI 
9—TITO SANTANA 9—SAVANNAH JACK 


245, Tocula, Mexico 


10—PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 


246, Savannah, GA 
10—SUPER NINJA 
217, Japan 
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and character of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the offi it positions o 
, the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings, am J 
; : " 
MOST POPULAR MOST HATED For period ended March 10, 1987 | 
EON IgE THE GANT | 
Last issue: No, 1 Most Popular Last Issue: unrated WORLD CHAMP, WORLD CLASS 
NIKITA KOLOFF RIC FLAIR — U.S, Champion: World Class Champion: 
oe aTNe The Popular Last lsue: No.2 Most Hated NIKITA KOLOFF KEVIN VON ERICH 
B ARRY WINDHAM RANDY S AV AGE 27: 5 Moscow, Russia 239, Denton, T™ 
GLEN indenter inatnna —-TULFBLANGIARD “1 -DNGOWARROR 
RICK STEAMBOAT fj LEX LUGER 2—LEX LUGER 2—LANCE VON ERICH 
pes ean ge Most Popular Costlones Hee 6 Most Popular 268, Chicago, IL 260, Arlington, TX 
DUSTY RHODES COL. DeBEERS 3—BARRY WINDHAM 3—TONY ATLAS 
tata Ns 2Meetonur “PSA RRS 298, Seat, TX etc reap 
STEVE WILLIAMS DANNY DAVIS 4—DUSTY RHODES 4—BRIAN ADIAS 
265, Norman, OK 220, Boston, MA 302, Austin, TX 238, Denton, TX 
Last issue: unrated Last Issue: unrated 5—BRAD ARMSTRONG 5—BLACK BART 
JAKE ROBERTS TULLY BLANCHARD 226, Marietta, GA 261, Pampa, TX 
Last Isue: No. 6 Most Hated Lastissue:No.& Most Hated 6—JIM GARVIN 6—MIKE VON ERICH 
Reve VO Eric ce HAs 7—OLE ANDERSON 7—RED RIVER ACK 
, Denton, , Marietta, — ae) 
macurree 5 Most Popular OnE WAGaue 261, Minneapolis, MN 284, parts unknown 
8—TIM HORNER 8—STEVE SIMPSON 
fate Sold lt a fy ot acs da 235, Morristown, TN 230, Johannesburg, South Africa 
1 JIMMY SNUKA 1 BRIAN ADIAS 9—ARN ANDERSON 9—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
_ Fil Islands Denton, 249, Minneapolis, MN 360, Sudan 
aoe Reve: ated wast month: No.5 MostHated  10_VLADIMIR PETROV 10—BOB BRADLEY 
SS es 281, Moscow, Russia 238, Washington, DC 
FLORIDA MID-SOUTHERN CONTINENTAL WOMEN 
Southern Champion: Mid-Southern Champion: Continental Champion: 1—MISTY BLUE SIMMES 
KEVIN SULLIVAN AUSTIN IDOL TENNESSEE STUD U.S. & IWF Women’s 
252, Boston, MA 240, Las Vegas, NV 244, Dyresburg, TN 2—-SHERRI MARTEL 
1—ED GANTNER 1—SOUL TRAIN JONES 1—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET AWA Women's champion 
269, Tampa, FL 245, Pittsburgh, PA 227, South Wales 132, New Orleans, LA 
2—BAD NEWS ALLEN 2—JERRY LAWLER 2—JIMMY GOLDEN 3—FABULOUS MOOLAH 
280, New York, NY 234, Memphis, TN 235, Montgomery, AL 138, Columbia, SC 
3—SCOTT HALL © 3—TOMMY RICH 3—TONY ANTHONY 4—LINDA DALLAS 
290, Minneapolis, MN 242, Hendersonville, TN 235, Bucksnorth, TN Oe gener US. & WWE title 
4—STEVE ARMSTRONG 4—BIG BUBBA 4—WENDELL COOLEY 5—WENDI Ri 
234, Marietta, GA 407, San Antonio, TX 220, Milton, FL bid Sean oh champion 
5—KENDALL WINDHAM 5—GOLIATH 5—RIP ROGERS 6—LELANI KAI 
220, Sweetwater, TX 420, Pittsburgh, PA 238, Atlanta, GA All Pacific Women’s champion 
6—KAREEM MUHAMMAD 6—PAUL DIAMOND 6—HEADHUNTER! 127, Honolulu, Hi 
297, Africa 235, Thunder Bay, Ontario 251, New Guinea 7—VELVET McINTYRE 
7—RON SIMMONS 7—JONATHAN BOYD 7—TOM PRITCHARD 135, Dublin, Ireland 
260, Perry, GA 287, New Zealand 220, Houston, TX 8—CANDIDIVINE _ 
8—MIKE ROTUNDO 8—JEFF JARRETT 8—BUDDY LANDELL Tenet RAE 
245, Syracuse, NY 200, Hendersonville, TN 236, Los Angeles, CA 9—KAT LeROUX 
9—DEWEY FORTE 9—BOY TONY 9—LARRY HAMILTON 120, New Orleans, LA 
297, Tampa, FL 231, St. Louis, MO 235, Jacksonville, TN 10 NDYMARTN 
10—SEAN ROYAL 10—TRACY SMOTHERS 10—HEADHUNTER II WINSo2 canteenae? 
235, Tampa, FL 236, Atlanta, GA 255, New Guinea 137, Conway, SC 


THE U.S. EXPRESS MESS 

Barry Windham and Mike Rotundo were one 
of the more exciting teams in wrestling from 1983 
through 1985. Dan Spivey and Rotundo never 
generated that kind of excitement. That is why | 
agree with Windham (“Barry Windham’s Message 
To WWF Fans: ‘Rotundo And Spivey Are Not The 
U.S. Express!’ ” Spring 1987). For a team to work 
well together, they must work together extensive- 
ly, even before their first match. Windham and 
Rotundo did this, but | don’t think Rotundo and 
Spivey did. 

The question is moot now anyway, because 
Rotundo has gone to the World Championship 
area, where he will probably team with Windham 
again. | join thousands of their fans in hoping 
that it happens soon. I’m sure they’d win the tag 
team titles very quickly. By the way, I’m sure Dan 
Spivey will do just fine as a singles wrestler. 

JANE FOUNTAIN 
Dover, DE 


GARVIN IS HARMIN’ HIMSELF 

Once again, an event in wrestling has really 
surprised me. This time, it is Jimmy Garvin turn- 
ing good. Garvin was always one of the most 
arrogant and selfish wrestlers around. | can’t be- 
lieve that all of a sudden Garvin changed his 
ways. It just doesn’t happen that fast. Maybe the 
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Jim and Ronnie Garvin and Precious now seem like one happy 

_ family since Jim turned good. Darrin Gloucester thinks Jim will 
Jose his intensity. 
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sight of his brother Ronnie being burned by Jim 
Cornette was enough to make him realize he had 
been wrong for all these years. 

| guess this proves that the Garvin brothers 
belong together. Jimmy must have been deluding 
himself into thinking that he could ignore Ronnie 
for the rest of his career. But you can’t ignore 
your own brother, especially when he wrestles in 
the same area as you do. 

Nevertheless, | think Jimmy has made a big 
mistake. He is at his best when he wrestles nasty. 
His moves are sharp, his timing is great, and his 
attitude is perfectly suited for the ring. If he starts 
looking to the fans for support, Jimmy will lose 
his edge. Even with Ronnie backing him up, Jim- 
my will never again be the same wrestler, unless 
of course he turns bad again. 

| hope Jimmy Garvin reads this letter, because 
it is the opinion of a fan who cares about his 
career. | don’t think he will even come close to 
getting a world title shot if he continues on this 
path. 

DARRIN GLOUCESTER 
Ann Arbor, MI 


KING OF ANOTHER RING 

| would like to comment on your story about 
Harley Race (The WWF's Second Annual King Of 
The Ring Tournament: How Handsome Harley 
Race Beat The Odds” Spring 1987). The WWF 
would have us believe that Race is known as The 
King because he won one of these tournaments. 
They completely ignore the fact that Race is a 
seven-time NWA World champion. That is what 
makes him a king. 

This is a problem with every promotion. When 
a wrestler comes to their promotion, they make 
believe that he never wrestled anywhere else. 
This is an insult to fans who follow every promo- 
tion and keep a close eye on the movements of 
all the wrestlers. If | have one wish for wrestling, 
it is that all the promotions at least recognize 
each other. There doesn’t have to be one world 
champion, but there can be some friendly com- 
petition among the organizations. 

Unfortunately, | don’t think anything is going 
to change in the near future. As usual, in this 
kind of situation, the fans will lose out. 

DICK McALLISTER 
Pittsfield, MA 


FREEBIRDS ARE AT IT AGAIN 

Michael Hayes and his cohorts, Terry Gordy 
and Buddy Roberts, are up to their old tricks 
again. This time, Hayes came up with the “bril- 
liant” idea of having a “penalty cage” for Dark 
Journey. He felt she was constantly interfering in 
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Michael Hayes and his Freebird buddies should be kicked out of 
wrestling, writes Liza Buchanan. She thinks the ’Birds make bad 
news wherever they go. 

their matches. His idea was to put her in this 
cage every time she did something illegal. So he 
confronted UWF president Bill Watts with his 
idea. Watts thought it was a good idea, but he 
said it should be expanded to include other rule- 
breaking valets and managers, including The Free- 
birds’ Sunshine. 

Well, this sent Hayes up the wall. He screamed 
that Sunshine never does anything to warrant 
being penalized. He wanted the penalty cage for 
Dark Journey only. Nevertheless, Watts autho- 
rized a series of these type of matches between 
The Freebirds with Sunshine and Journey with 
Missing Link and Chavo Guerrero. So Hayes got 
his way only partly. 

Good. Everytime Hayes and The Freebirds get 
their way, bad things happen. All they know how 
to do is make trouble. They should be banned 
from wrestling for life. The UWF messed up 
when they offered the ‘Birds a million-dollar con- 
tract. Those bums do not deserve that kind of 
money. They have not contributed anything to 
the great sport of wrestling. | am seriously consid- 
ering starting a petition to have The Freebirds 
kicked out of the UWF. It’s about time somebody 
did something about these guys. 

| LIZA BUCHANAN 
Enid, OK 
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WHERE'S STAN THE MAN? 

Can you guys tell me where Stan “The Man” 
Hansen is? The bad man from Borger, Texas, is 
nowhere to be found. Almost right after the AWA 
World title was stolen from him, Hansen seemed 
to drop out of sight. The fact that he’s wrestling 
in Japan isn’t good enough for me. | want to see 
him right here in the U.S., where he belongs. 

When he was in the AWA, he totally dominat- 
ed the competition. It was only a matter of time 
before he humiliated Rick Martel for the title. For 
six months, he kicked butt like no world champi- 
on ever has. Although Hansen was the champ, he 
wrestled like a challenger. He was tough, mean, 
nasty, and aggressive, everything a wrestler has to 


Nick Bockwinkel avoids being pinned by Stan Hansen. Bob 
Bizkowski wonders where Hansen has gone since he lost the 
AWA World title by forfeit to Bockwinkel. 
be, in my opinion. He didn’t give a damn about 
the fans. That's why | liked him so much. 
Then Nick Bockwinkel and the AWA stole the 
title from him in Denver. That was the biggest 
ripoff in wrestling history. | don’t care what they 
say; they did not give him enough time to get to 
the arena that night. Even if he never showed up, 
they should not have stripped him of the belt. 
With the way they treated him, | don’t blame him 
for going into hiding. 


BOB BIZKOWSKI 
Bloomington, MN (] 
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In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 
labor, Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the profits. 
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Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


in SMALL ENGINE. 
service and repair 


Start your own money 
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65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That's the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to-make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


ssary. 

You don't need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


_ BEAT INFLATION! 
Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’’. .. all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“T've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course.’ Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


51139 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 


BooKLeT! .NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
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Tells how you quickly 
(rain to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete 
details-on our 30-Da 
NO RISK Tria 
Offer! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 51139 FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 
Ca) 


(YES, please send me the FREE booklet tha’ 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 
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